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The Newsletter of the Campolindo Instrumental Music Program
Brought to you by Campo Instrumental Music Boosters
FROM THE PODIUM
by Johnny Johnson,
Music Director
“War has a way of distinguishing between the things
that matter and the things that don’t.”
~ Matthew Crawley, Downton Abbey
As I mentioned in my daily music email of April 16, I’ve
finally discovered Downton Abbey. Only 10-12 years
behind the rest of the world! More about that later.
Many years ago my wife, Danelle, worked in a busy
marketing office. Employees were overwhelmed, juggling
mountains of tasks at a time. Angie, a co-worker, insisted
that much of their work was unnecessary. “Most of this
stuff doesn’t even need to be done, Danelle!” Angie would
declare. “We’re just entertaining ourselves!”
Then came September 11, 2001.
Angie was right. On that day, workers dropped everything
and gathered around the TV in the break room to watch
the horror unfold. In the days that followed, they
neglected to-do lists in favor of discussing their fears and
worrying about the future. Then the economy buckled.
Jobs once considered essential in marketing were
eliminated overnight without a second thought. The
bustling office was reduced to a skeleton crew and a few
necessary tasks.
In the years that followed 9/11, Danelle and I found it
helpful to employ the “Angie Philosophy,” recognizing
which of our possessions, chores, and obligations are
indispensable, and which are just filling space and time,
helping us feel productive. We’ve mostly pared down our

existence to a minimal lifestyle that provides us with good
health and reasonable comfort. There’s a wonderful
contentment that comes with that narrowed focus. A side
benefit of a tragic event? Doesn’t seem right to say that.
And now, we have the pandemic of 2020. It’s a strong
parallel to the war of Downton Abbey’s second season, an
uncommon time in the lives of the characters. Bonds form
between people of different classes. The towering castle
is transformed into a military convalescent home. Men
are scarce at the estate, and on one fateful evening there
are no footmen to serve dinner. It must be served by, God
forbid ... the maids! The flustered Mr. Carson is quietly
reassured by Mrs. Hughes, “The world doesn’t turn on the
style of a dinner.”
It’s fascinating to think where we all were a couple of
months ago. The loose ends of our SoCal Tour were being
tied up, new music was being introduced after the winter
concerts, AP test preparation was gearing up, 2020-21
scheduling was a hot topic, end-of-year tasks were
starting to pile up, seniors were entering their final and
most memorable days of high school, and then ... nothing.
It was all gone. Yes, I know: Zoom, distance learning,
quarantine humor, blah, blah, blah. We’ve all had the rug
pulled out from under us, and it hurts!
Most notably, the future is uncertain. Will colleges reopen
in the fall? What will high school look like next year? Will
we get ill? Will there be a cure? How long will this last?
How do you socially distance in a music ensemble
rehearsal?!

Daily I wonder about our Campolindo students and
families. Surely, for all of us, this is an extraordinary time
(continued on page 2)
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period, distinguished by loss and deprivation, and also
discovery and evolution. We are suddenly able to
differentiate with sobriety the things we just “do” and
“have,” and the things we really want and need in our
lives.
In the broader Campolindo Instrumental Music family, we
are learning that making music together is not a superfluous act. It is critical to our well-being and sense of
belonging.
All of this takes me back again to the months following
September 11. That was when I found myself revisiting
my life’s purpose. I had left music education years earlier.
I had been driven away by exhaustion. Burnout? I suppose
so. I was just looking to feel rested again, to have
weekends without lesson planning and in-bed recovery,
to be around people who weren’t anguishing through
adolescence.
The collapse of the twin towers alerted me to something
that was missing in my life — meaning and purpose.
Restful weekends are great, but they are not a replacement for meaning and purpose. I knew I needed to return
to music education, although I realized it would be a
return to the mayhem. It is a decision I have never once
regretted! When the days get long and crazy, I force
myself to recall the emptiness of my pre-9/11 days. That
fixes me right up.
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So September 11 was a good thing, right? No. And yes.
We don’t wish for tragedies, but they do occur; and we
must allow ourselves to be guided to new and better
places, literal and figurative.

As I browse through articles and statements written by
music colleagues and students over recent weeks, one
theme repeatedly emerges. There is no alternative to inperson rehearsals and performances. No technology,
clever approach, private lesson, or personal practice
substitutes for sitting next to a fellow musician, interacting with a conductor and each other, exploring the
finer points of musical performance, and being elevated
and transformed by great music, together. In the coming
years, our appreciation for playing and singing together
will be heightened. If we ever took it for granted, we will
not any longer.
As always, I have benefitted from an abundance of
support and encouragement from the students and
parents of our Campolindo family during this time. I’m
grateful for your unwavering commitment. We will get
back to music one day. Meanwhile, we are truly all in this
together, growing and changing together.
And keep your Downton Abbey spoilers to yourself. I’m
still only on Season 3.

© Vadim Mikulinsky

Post-concert fun. Left to right: Dylan Dacumos, Santi Milano, Russell Bradley,
and Chris Muray

Orchestra President and Concertmaster
Katie Ye emceeing the Chamber Concert
in January
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FROM OUR OUTGOING BOOSTER CO-PRESIDENTS
DENISE NOMURA AND STACY GIGLIO
Beyond this unusual end to our 2019-2020 season, we
would like to take a moment and look back at all the
fantastic experiences we have had in the Instrumental
Music Program this year. Thanks to everyone, the Boosters
were successfully able to organize and assist many events
that took place, including the Welcome Back Barbecue in
August, the Potluck & Pops in September, the Fall Concert
in November, culminating with the Winter Concert and the
Jazz Dinner Dance in February.
Although our year was cut short by a worldwide pandemic,
that none of us will ever forget, we can still look back and
be grateful for how far our students have come under the
tutelage of Mr. Johnson. We would like to thank Mr.
Johnson for his constant support of our kids, his understanding, tremendous passion, and enthusiasm. We all are
so lucky to have him guide our kids in their musical pursuits
at Campolindo.
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Many of them have been dedicated Board members for a
number of years and many are the parents of graduating
seniors. So while we see several leaving the Board, some
are staying on for next year. We cannot thank you all
enough for your support!
As the parents of seniors, we are both thrilled and
saddened to see this time in our lives come to an end, but
we know that because of all of you dedicated parents, the
music program at Campolindo High School will continue to
thrive and have a positive impact on future students. Thank
you again for allowing both of us to be your Co-Presidents
of the Music Boosters. It was truly a pleasure and an honor!

It was a pleasure to work with the student music council,
led by Katie and Russell. They did a super job throughout
the year keeping us all organized—no easy feat given the
workload at Campo!
A big thank you to the extended Boosters Board for their
support. We could always count on them, and it was their
diligence and hard work that made this year a success.

MUSIC BOOSTERS BOARD AND
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Presidents: Denise Nomura and Stacy Giglio
Vice President: Amy Kikugawa
Treasurer: Bill Doherty
Concert Attire: Tina Donovan
Homecoming Snack Shack: Michelle Clancy and
Ellen Cho
Hospitality (Band): Cheryl Evans, Jari Hazard, and
Reena Malhotra
Hospitality (Orchestra): Kim Sutherland
Jazz Dinner Dance: Shelly Muray, Stacy Giglio, and
Tina Donovan
Newsletter Layout: Tina Riepe
Photography: Vadim Mikulinsky
Pops Potluck: Amy Kikugawa and
Laura Money Smyrl
Publicity: Siv Ricketts
Senior Gifts: Claudia Miyar and Ellen Cho
Webmaster/Emails: Nanci Thomas
Welcome Back BBQ: Laura Money Smyrl and
Cynthia Manji-Granicher
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STUDENT INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC COUNCIL
Co-Presidents:
Russell Bradley (band)
Katie Ye (orchestra)
Co-Vice Presidents:
Julianna Meneses (orchestra)
Chris Muray (band)
CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION
Principal: John Walker
Associate Principal: Jon Drury
Associate Principal: Laura Lee
Principal’s Secretary: Carolyn Daughton
Counseling Department Chair:
Amardeep Dhaliwal
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LOOKING AHEAD TO 2020-2021
The Instrumental Music program is a very special program
for our kids, and we benefit from watching them grow in
their musical talents throughout the four years that they are
at Campolindo, as well as seeing them become strong and
independent human beings. We are privileged to have
Johnny Johnson leading the program and mentoring so
many students to reach their full musical potential.
As members of the Music Booster Board, we support the
program in a myriad of ways, including communicating to all
Instrumental Music parents, assisting with performance
attire, planning the beginning of the year BBQ, Fall Potluck,
post-concert refreshments, and more. It is always a fantastic
group of parents who work very well together. We are
currently looking for parents to join the board in a host of
roles, as follows:
Vice President: The Vice President supports the President
in overseeing the programs in preparation to becoming
the Music Booster President in the following year.

Concert Attire: Mostly done prior to the start of the year,
works with the tux and dress supplier to measure kids on
Cougar Day, and facilitates delivery.
Homecoming Concessions: Looking for two (2) people to
chair this job which is our biggest fundraiser for the year.
A one-time event where volunteers work the concession
shack at the Homecoming football game.

Nominated Music Boosters Board and
Committee Members for 2020-2021
President: Amy Kikugawa
Vice President: OPEN
Treasurer: Bill Doherty
Concert Attire: OPEN
Homecoming Concessions: OPEN and OPEN
Hospitality (Band): Reena Malhotra and OPEN

Hospitality (Orchestra): OPEN and OPEN
Jazz Dinner Dance: Chris House and Wei Barck
Newsletter Layout: Tina Riepe
Photography: Vadim Mikulinsky
Pops Potluck: Kindra Sampson and OPEN
Publicity: Siv Ricketts
Senior Gifts: OPEN
Webmaster: Nanci Thomas
Welcome Back BBQ: Cynthia Manji and
Alyson Tonomura

Hospitality (Band): Looking for 2-3 people to help with
set up and clean up of the refreshments which take place
after concerts.
Hospitality (Orchestra): Looking for two (2) people to
help with set up and clean up of the refreshments which
take place after concerts.
Pops Potluck: A fun event where all the parents contribute dishes for a pre-concert potluck at Campo. Two (2)
people to co-chair and coordinate a sign-up- genius which
includes food, set-up, clean-up volunteers.
Senior Gifts: Looking for 1-2 people to organize Booster
funded gifts for the graduating seniors.
If you would like more information on any of these positions, please reach out to us and we will be happy to answer
your questions. The former chair of each will also be
providing you with excellent direction for your role. All of
the above positions require very little time commitment, yet
are a great way to get involved in your student's high school
activities. Please email us at
nomurafamily@gmail.com (Denise Nomura) or
thegigliofamily1@gmail.com (Stacy Giglio) with questions.
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Partner teacher Ross Wilson performing with the Jazz Band
at the annual Jazz Dinner Dance in February.
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PARTING THOUGHTS
Thank you to the parents of graduating Seniors who shared
their music memories and reflections on the role of music in
students’ lives. Their comments, in no particular order:
Christopher Lobron – Christopher Lobron was very exited to
play an instrument in fourth grade at Burton Valley and with
the assistance of Liz Brummel started playing violin. He
continued playing music at Stanley Middle School with the
help of Mrs. Loretta McNulty. In eighth grade he changed
instruments to play viola to seat near the front. He participated in Stanley's annual Solo and Ensemble Recital, and joined
the Campolindo orchestra as a
freshmen playing viola. He will
always remember the bottle of
water flip from Mr. Johnson in
freshmen year. We never missed
a music concert, the music was so
magical. Thank you Mr. Johnson
for teaching with passion and
conducting the Campolindo music
department. We are so proud of
Christopher’s achievements and
music is one of them.
– Elizabeth and Robert Lobron
Patrick Jacobson – Music has played and continues to play
an active and dynamic role in Patrick’s life. It has shaped his
social groups, evolving identity, work ethic, and understanding
what it takes to recognize and be “good” at something. While
starting off with violin in 5th grade he has expanded his
instruments to the bass, electric bass, and synthesizer while
continuously exploring a diverse and eclectic mix of music
styles and genres with LPs, digital music, and concerts. We
have listened to him practicing music every day, gone to
concerts together, and shared music lists. We have no idea in
how many ways music has stimulated his mind, shaped
thoughts, and affected his moods. Just as we can’t directly see
sound waves in the air but we know when they come together
and sound right, we can’t directly see the effect music has on
Patrick but we know it has left an imprint on our lives and on
this amazing person.
– Hui and Craig Jacobson
David P. Lucas II – Thank you to the dedicated volunteers,
contributors, AUHSD, and MEF for the support, as well as the
numerous professional musicians and other volunteers who
make Campolindo Instrumental Music such an amazing
program. Thank you for your mentorship.
We are so grateful for David’s music journey, we enjoyed
watching him grow from a shy soft-spoken boy to a confident
young man. Initially, when David decided to play the trumpet,
we were surprised by his instrument selection. Most
trumpeters are extroverts, bold, brash, with over the top
personalities — the complete opposite of our thoughtful son,
who does not like to draw attention to himself. David was a
shy, patient kid that always found a way to give others a voice.
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Mic Gillette, David’s trumpet coach/mentor, always
commented that one day David would “find his voice via his
trumpet.” Mic passed away in January 2016, and though David
never engaged a new mentor, luckily he had amazing music
teachers: Mr. Athayde, Mr. Davidson, and Mr. Johnson to aid
in his journey and help him slowly find his voice and help him
understand the impact music would have in his life. Our son
understands the importance of allowing the listeners to shift
their attention and to lay down memory for the tune, because
“in music, silence is more important than sound” (Miles Davis).
Music has inspired David, challenged him, moved him in so
many ways. He appreciates that music is universal, “music has
the ability to bring people of all cultures and all walks of life
together” (Timmy Trumpet).
We are especially thankful for all his music teachers: Mrs.
Brummel, Mr. Athayde, Mr. Davidson, and Mr. Johnson.
Your passion and love for music are so inspiring! Thanks to you
David will be filled with a lifelong love for music every single
day of his life.
We are so proud of David and happy he will be attending
Cal Poly Pomona College of Engineering in the Fall.
– David and Angela Lucas

Chase Giglio – Music impacted Chase’s high school experience more than any other activity or class at Campolindo, and
there were many amazing experiences over the past four
years! The way that music engaged Chase and gave him joy
throughout high school is what we will remember most.
When we think back on what Chase talked about most
during the school year, what comments he shared after each
day, we realize they were primarily all about Campo’s music
program. He’d often retell a funny exchange between Johnny
and the class, or play us a sample of a new jazz piece they just
selected, and Chase would often walk around the house
whistling selections from
his Symphonic Band’s
repertoire. One of our
favorite after-school
comments came on a
Wednesday, (a day where
there is typically no jazz or
band), when Chase came
home and said he “got to
rehearse during Academy,”
and that it had made his
day because he played
music on a Wednesday.
Even a Wednesday could
be made better with
music!
This class of students
was the first to have music
as part of their regular
school day since 4th grade,
and we are so fortunate
that music became part of
© Vadim Mikulinsky
their daily routine.
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Watching these students grow from their first concerts at
Rheem into the polished musicians they have become at
Campo has been so rewarding. Our family has marked each
year by the various concerts  Pops in the fall, Dinner Dance in
February, Spring Concert in May  and enjoyed experiencing
how Johnny made each performance unique.
Campo music gave Chase so much  his friendships with the
other students in his bands, the chance to improve his craft,
the opportunity to appreciate different types of music, and of
course, his time spent with Johnny. Words cannot express the
gratitude our family feels for Johnny Johnson and how much
he cares about each of his students. Johnny’s attention to
detail, professionalism, compassion, relatability and humor
are the special ingredients that make Campolindo’s music
program welcoming and engaging for our students. Who else
can gather eager teenagers for a 7am jazz class, take a red eye
flight to New Orleans with the jazz band to show them
Preservation Hall and “real” Cajun food, or send daily musically motivating emails to students during distance learning? We
are all very thankful for Johnny Johnson and what his music
program has brought to all of our lives. And thank you to Ross,
for his support and humor all these years.
During the shutdown, when things become monotonous
and a little boring, Chase has been playing his trombone, or
learning a new song on the bass or playing piano; it lifts all of
our spirits. Playing music  not for a class or a grade or
because you have to, but playing music because it makes you
happy  is a gift. Thank you!
– Stacy and Rob Giglio
Santi Milano – Santi started playing music just months
before his first year in High School, studying drums with an
exceptional local musician, Jason Heninger. By the end of
Freshman year, he was fully immersed in the world of music.
Campolindo's music program, and Mr. Johnson as a guiding
presence, have been, through these four years, at the center
of it all. Whether performing at school, or with the Walnut
Creek Band, or with "The Cooks", whether it is drums or
percussion or bass guitar, music is always there. The trip to
New Orleans was a highlight: experiencing a place where
music is everything, the birthplace of Jazz, was simply mindblowing, and we are sure, unforgettable for him. Going there
with Mr. Johnson, a local, and experiencing the Creole culture
was a plus. We are so happy to see Santi so full of life when he
is playing music. He lightens up and lightens others up. Music
is not something he does. It is who he is.
– Leo and Claudia Milano
© Vadim Mikulinsky
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Paige Love – What an incredible
family a band can be! Paige has
been so lucky to have found a
home within her high school
community. It has been a place of
creativity and comfort. A place
where kids can be themselves
and enjoy being together. She has
made wonderful friends,
expanded her independence and
responsibilities and just had fun.
It has been gratifying to be part of
a group that has developed such
mastery. And the music - WOW!
– The Love Family
Kate Ye – Kate fell in love with music when she was a toddler.
At the age of two, she made playing motions on a violin and
without even saying a word, told us she wanted to learn the
instrument. Back then, we thought it was adorable but didn't
think that her intentions were serious. Little did we know,
Kate soon picked up the violin excitedly every day and thus,
her journey began. She started learning piano at the age of six
and playing violin since elementary school. Kate completed
the advanced level of Certificate of Merit for both piano and
violin. She attended many prestigious piano competitions: U.S.
Open, Junior Bach and Sonata Contest. Piano and violin have
become a big part of Kate's life and has shaped her to become
the mature, thoughtful young lady she is today. We are so
blessed to hear her diligently practice and witness her growth
in music. Kate organized the Music For the Soul Club during
high school to serve many senior homes, and music has
become her universal language to connect with and comfort
her community. She is going to study Biology and Business at
UC Berkeley and plans to continue playing music. We are
grateful for all of her music teachers Dr. Nadia, Mr. Gardner,
Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Noel, Mr. Cohen and Mr. Johnson for
their continued support and encouragement throughout her
musical journey.
– Hong Huang and Bin Ye
Gyamfiah Boateng – Music is the soundtrack of life,
providing inspiration, solace, and celebration. The Campolindo
Instrumental Music Program has been a large part of my
daughter’s life. She started playing the cello in 4th grade,
where she started developing her love of Classical music. At
JM, where school was going to be so different then Elementary school, she at least knew her music teacher, and what
music class would be like. Friendships were formed that would
last throughout her time at Campolindo. They learned to strive
for perfection and work together as a team to create
something beautiful; while handling with grace when things
didn’t turn out perfectly. Throughout all of the ups and downs
and changes that occur from 4th grade through 12th grade,
the Instrumental Music program here has provided continuity,
community, and joy.
– Karen Boateng
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Emily Marston – Music has
been a major part of Emily's
world since the beginning. Her
music career began at Camino
Pablo, developed at JM, and
continued and excelled at
Campolindo. Emily was proud to
be part of the Concert Band in
9th grade and loved the
increased musicality and
challenges that the year
presented. She finished her first
year with focus on her
instrument, appreciation for
hard work, and an eye for
© Vadim Mikulinsky
progression in the future
Symphonic Band. It was in
Symphonic Band that Emily truly learned that with solid
instruction, following the conductor, collaborating with and
listening keenly to her fellow band members leads to truly
great results. She loved being successful and she loved the
music. Having an environment to foster her love for music,
and even more so with a group of students with the same
interests, created a community that Emily has loved and
cherished. This community has set a course for her continued
engagement in music and theater tech. She will always
cherish the skills, camaraderie, friends and teachers that gave
her the confidence to engage the musical world. As Emily flies
forward into her next adventure, she is eager to meet new
friends in new musical communities wherever and whenever
she lands. Thank you Campolindo for the great memories and
being such an important part of our daughter's life.
– Mike and Sue Marston
Joel Kofman – The Tuba Guy. We will forever refer to Joel’s
musical persona by that name. Despite playing the trumpet in
middle school, within a few days of his freshman year at
Campo, Mr. Johnson said he was looking for another tuba
player. Without hesitation Joel
volunteered to switch
instruments although at the
time the tuba might have been a
little larger than Joel. But more
seriously, Campo music and Mr.
Johnson have made a significant
impact on Joel’s life. He may be
the only high school student
who blasts Richard Wagner’s
“Elsa’s Procession to the
Cathedral” while getting ready
for school in the morning. And,
due to his wonderful experience
with music at Campo he is
interested in joining the
orchestra when he attends
Middlebury College this fall.
© Vadim Mikulinsky – Chie and Yale Kofman
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Vincent Evangelist – From a very early age Vincent enjoyed
music. In his first Music Together class at seven months old he
crawled directly in front of the violinist teacher and watched
her with rapt attention. My husband and I have no musical
talent, so when in 4th grade Vincent immediately played
clarinet with no squeaks and earned a lead role in a musical I
was a bit baffled. I cannot count the number of times he has
said to me, "Can't you hear this or that?" in a particular piece
of music. I have always been amazed and confused by
Vincent's ability. Watching him perform over the years had
made me so proud that he is talented in a way that I cannot
begin to understand. And honestly this year of music has
broken my heart just a bit. I was unfortunately unable to go
to his first two concerts this year because of my mother's
illness. I was beyond looking forward to the spring concert
and seeing the seniors on stage. He has a true love and
appreciation of music that I hope will carry into adulthood
and that I will have the opportunity to see him perform again.
– Eva Evangelist
David Pena – Like his parents, David jumped on the
opportunity to learn music at a young age. We were well
aware of the benefits music offers and our expectations were
that both of our boys would stick with the music program
until they graduated from High School. Throughout his
musical journey, David not only grew as a musician, but as a
person. He started playing flute in the fourth grade at Camino
Pablo. In the sixth grade, he played with the JM Jazz Band. At
a local festival at the Rheem Shopping Center, he had to play
a flute solo. While the experience was terrifying for him, he
did a great job and learned the value of overcoming his fears.
David took the next step on his musical journey by volunteering to learn Oboe because Mr. Noel had too many flute
players. The Oboe (which David mistakenly thought was a
soprano Sax) was a difficult instrument to learn and forced
David to humble himself in order to get over the learning
curve. For about the first year, the sounds from his Oboe
were quite horrendous. However, he persevered and became
quite good at the Oboe. His music became much more
pleasant to hear and he blossomed under the direction of Mr.
Johnson at Campolindo. While David's interests have shifted
to Concept Art, he has grown as a person and made lasting
friendships by sticking with music all these years. He has been
blessed to have had some of the
best music teachers in Mr. Noel
and Mr. Johnson. We parents are
truly grateful for the passion and
guidance these two music
teachers have provided to David
and all music students. As we
close the chapter on David's
music journey, we are happy that
our younger son Brandon will
start his music journey at
Campolindo, just as David ends
his.
© Vadim Mikulinsky
– Jose and Analissa Pena
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Andrew Fenske – It’s hard to believe that our youngest,
Andrew, is now a graduating senior and has bowed his cello
for the last time with his fellow Campolindo musicians. It’s
bittersweet, but we are grateful that all three of our children
have had music (and arts) instruction available to them
through the Moraga schools and community since they were
very young. From the day in fourth grade when he first picked
up the cello, Andrew has been blessed with having such
dedicated and patient(!) musician/educators  Adam Noel for
the five years at CP and JM, and Johnny Johnson these past
four years at Campo. Our favorite Campo instrumental music
moments have been the annual Pops Concerts and the AllSchools Concerts, which have most certainly inspired the
youngest students in Moraga to keep music as part of their
school life. Although Andrew will not be taking his cello off to
college with him next fall, we know that he will carry with him
the values and lessons learned while playing in the orchestra
 that worthwhile things are achieved through practice,
patience, persistence, and teamwork, and that music adds
beauty to life and soothes the soul. Whether or not he ever
picks up the cello again, Andrew’s experience with the Campo
orchestra has given him the foundation to return to the joy of
making music any time he chooses  and for that, we are
thankful! Our best wishes go out to the other talented
graduating seniors. Safe journeys!
– Mark Fenske and Jodie Bourdet
Caitlin Murphy – We are grateful to Campolindo's
instrumental music program for providing Caitlin with an
inspiring music education and community of musicians to play
with and learn from. Caitlin has always loved music and the
arts. From learning piano and recorder, to taking up flute in
elementary school, to band at JM and Campo, music has been
a vital and enriching part of her life. Coming from a family of
non-musicians, we are thankful Caitlin had the opportunities
afforded by music at Campo and that she was able to find
supportive and inclusive
peers who could help
nurture her love of music
and who have become
some of her closest friends.
We have loved attending
Campolindo's music
performances and musicals
over the years and are
continually amazed by the
talent of the students led
by the incomparable Mr.
Johnson. We have also
appreciated learning about
music ourselves, as
audience members and
from Caitlin at home. Thank
you Mr. Johnson and all the
musicians at Campolindo
for a wonderful four years!
© Vadim Mikulinsky
– Pat and Karen Murphy

Page 8

Chris Muray – Chris is NOT
a morning person. But there
are four mornings a week
when he will, of his own
volition, get up early without
any parental nagging,
prodding, tugging, or pulling.
Those mornings are when he
has Jazz Band. He lives and
breathes jazz and musical
interests of all sorts. His
enthusiasm for music has
been driven largely by the
mentorship and encouragement of Mr. Johnny Johnson
and the Campolindo music
community. We have seen
Chris develop a deep
© Vadim Mikulinsky
appreciation and respect for
different cultures around the world due to the variety of music
he has been exposed to. Through his band experience, we
have watched him develop friendships that we know will last a
lifetime. We have proudly watched as he gained valuable
leadership skills through Jazz Band Combos and Pep Band. We
know that his time in the Campolindo music program has laid
a foundation for a lifelong love of music. We are incredibly
thankful for the music program that has made his high school
years so enjoyable and now provides a solid launching pad for
future musical and life endeavors.
– Larry and Shelly Muray
Ava Sparacio – Ava, I remember when you were in third
grade and you wanted to play the drums in the elementary
school program and I said, “How about playing the piano?”
So, you played the piano. Then I remember in fourth grade
you asked to play the drums and I said, “How about the
clarinet?” So, you played the clarinet. Then I remember in
fifth grade you asked if you could play the drums and I
thought, “Wow, this kid really wants to play the drums.” So,
you explained it was part of the percussion section and I took
you to the music store in Lafayette and asked to buy “an
instrument” to play percussion. Both you and the store
employee stared at me in silence trying to understand what I
was asking. How could I have known how many instruments
were involved? You started with a little drum pad and off you
went on your amazing percussion journey. During your time
at Campolindo you continued to grow in your percussion
skills, I learned more about percussion instruments than I
could have ever known existed, and you frequently explained
which percussion instruments were in the songs I listened to
on the radio. You brought me and your father so much joy
watching you in so many fabulous Campolindo concerts. It
was a frequent part of our dinner conversations and will be so
for years to come with so many wonderful memories. Glad
you persisted in your desire to play percussion. What a great
journey! Love, Mom and Dad
– Suzy and Rick Sparacio
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Maddie House – Playing
music has been a
wonderful part of our
senior daughter Maddie’s
life since she decided to
learn to play the flute the
summer before starting 5th
grade. From her first flute
recital in Evanston, Illinois,
all the way to concerts with
the Campolindo Symphonic
Band and Diablo Wind
Symphony, we have loved
every performance and
treasure the joy and sense
of accomplishment that it
has brought for Maddie.
The shared experiences of
© Vadim Mikulinsky
instrumental music have
shaped many aspects of our family life to the degree that it’s
hard to recall life without it. We have especially appreciated
the bond that Johnny Johnson has with the musicians, the
level of musicianship that together they are able to achieve,
and the love for music (and sweet treats) that he inspires.
What a wonderful experience Campolindo Instrumental Music
has been, and will continue to be, for all who are fortunate
enough to be involved in it!
– The House Family
Dylan Dacumos – I remember how happy I was when Dylan
showed interest in playing a musical instrument. We had
introduced him to drums since he said he liked rock, but then
he choose viola in 5th grade and expanded to want to learn
piano too. However, really sticking with the viola was so
wonderful all these years. Dylan generally is a very shy
introvert and has dealt with anxiety since a very young age.
Playing music and being part of the music program really
opened him up to gain confidence. It has also helped get him
through difficult times. I still remember vividly one afternoon
he said he was feeling fancy so he wanted to listen to Baroque
music; just made my day. I love that he gained so much
knowledge and appreciation for classical music and became
more cultured and well rounded. Thank you so much for
enriching his life, his confidence, and love for music through
this program. YOU ALL ROCK!!!! With appreciation to all!
– Toni Le Tran (Dylan’s mom)
Elizabeth Davis – Music has always been a part of Elizabeth's
life. The many hours of singing Scottish ballads and lullabies to
lull her to sleep as a baby; the countless hours of fiddle and
bagpipe music for dancing and for fun; and the numerous
piano and flute lessons. It has been a joy to watch Elizabeth
play the flute since 4th grade, and also piccolo in the Campo
Pep Band. Campolindo has a high quality music program and
Mr. Johnson is dedicated beyond expectations. It is always a
pleasure to attend a Campolindo band concert.
– Karl and Melinda Davis
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Michael Evans – Music has always been a big part of our
family life, but when, as a young child, Michael pulled out a
recorder he had received as a gift and decided he wanted to
know how to play it, he began to make music his own.
Providentially, that was just when Mr. Noel brought music to
Camino Pablo, and Michael first picked up the trumpet.
Michael moved on to the French horn at JM, setting his path in
music as he entered Mr. Johnson’s program at Campolindo.
Music has brought unique shape and color to Michael’s Campo
experience: classroom work and school concerts led to
County Honor Band, and DWS, and the musicals, and even
some other performing opportunities in the community. The
greatest joy, however, has been the time we have spent with
Michael at home experiencing music on his initiative. We
enjoyed time together going over new music, reading the
score as we listened to recordings of the songs Michael would
play. We worked together to create recordings of Michael
playing songs he enjoyed. We hosted rehearsals for end-ofsemester chamber ensembles and witnessed the collaboration
of young artists. As parents, we are proud of Michael’s skill
and accomplishments, but we are even more thankful for the
way this community, and particularly Mr. Johnson, fostered
what will surely become a life-long appreciation of music by
providing him and his peers with opportunities to learn and
grow as musicians.
– Dave and Cheryl Evans
Sean Donovan – Sean’s love of music has enriched our entire
family. Music has always been a theme running through
Sean’s life since very early childhood, and we are grateful he
has shared a bit of his passion with us all. As the only musician
in our extended family, Sean has had to forge his own path
with very little parental “help”. Playing and listening to music
is something he does with no big goal in mind; it is just about
the fun! Campolindo has
been a great environment
to complement Sean’s
attitude. Mr. Johnson,
Ross, and the music
department have found
the right balance of
pushing Sean forward in
new directions and letting
him continue down his
own path. He has picked
up a new love of Jazz and
many close friends. We
know he’ll never forget
his trip to New Orleans. It
truly has been a fantastic
experience for the entire
Donovan family, and we
are going to miss drifting
off to sleep to the sounds
of Sean practicing late
into night!
© Vadim Mikulinsky
– Tina and David Donovan
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Michael Kikugawa – Eight years ago, a very excited
4th grader came home and announced, “I’m going to play the
trumpet!” Two years later, the same, very excited, 6th grader
raced home with the announcement, “I’m going to play the
French horn!” With each announcement, the first thought
that came to mind was, “How lucky we are to live in a
community that values and supports the performing
arts!” Flash forward to today, where we can reflect on the
impact of music and Moraga’s music program on Michael’s
growth. We are so happy that music has been such an
important part of Michael’s life! It has taught him perseverance – you can’t make any sound come out of a trumpet or
French horn without proper embouchure – confidence, poise
and teamwork. Music develops lifelong friendships, an
appreciation of the arts, and creativity. We are thankful for
the opportunities Michael has had to develop his musical
ability as a camper and counselor at Cazadero Music Camp
and as a member of Walnut Creek Concert Band; for the
dedication and instruction of his wonderful teachers Mr.
Johnson, Mr. Noel, and Ms. Stafford; and for the patience of
his private instructor, Gary Jagard. We are so proud of the
amazing person Michael is and know that music (and his
French horn) will be going with him to college and beyond!
– David and Amy Kikugawa
Phu-Quy Ho – Music has always been an important part of
Phu-Quy’s life, not just because he has played the cello and
piano for a long time with his family, but also because he
enjoys listening to different types of music. Phu-Quy first
learned how to hold a cello when he was four years old while
attending music lessons weekly with his older siblings. To
make the “Ho Family String Quartet” complete, (with two
sisters on the violins and an older brother on the viola) the
cello was introduced to him, a different unique instrument for
the youngest in the family. As a mom, I love seeing and
hearing Phu-Quy make beautiful music on his cello. He and his
siblings also filled our home with a variety of music from the
piano. Music brought
him closer to me and
his siblings as we
shared different
experiences including
grueling lessons for
music certificates of
merits, fun summer
music camps, and
numerous recitals and
concerts. I remember
how proud, at peace,
and contented I was as
I watched, listened to,
and even videoed a
few of his performances with the Campolindo
High School Orchestra.
– Y-Lan Nghiem-Ho
© Vadim Mikulinsky
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Russell Bradley –
Four periods of music
during senior year AND
get to serve as band
president? SWEET!
Russell decided on his
future career during
middle school, (thank
you Mr. Noel), and has
readied himself for a
life where he will get
to play and study what
© Vadim Mikulinsky
he loves, and then be
able to share his
devotion as a music educator. Mr. Johnson has been the role
model of role models for Russell. When the JM 8th graders
performed at Campo, I remember feeling absolutely terrified
of the formidable conductor, and seriously worried about my
son’s chances of survival in the high school music program.
There were our middle schoolers standing alongside those
serious, formally-attired high school musicians who looked
like grown-ups, and played masterfully. Since that night, the
performances have blown me away without fail, and now Mr.
Johnson frightens me a little less! I cannot express how
grateful I am for his influence on my son. Due to the
circumstances, there is no pomp. For me, the most painful
part of this gosh-awful, truncated senior year is the
cancellation of the final Spring concert. Without exaggeration, it is a palpable, heart-wrenching loss. I had started to
steel myself at the beginning of the school year so I wouldn’t
be a weepy, sentimental mess at the end of the last concert,
but here we are… trying to count our blessings, but allowing
ourselves to feel sad.
– Jari Hazard (aka Russell Bradley’s mom)
Jamiel Liu – When Jamiel entered Campo as a freshman, he
had already planned to take four years of band. He enjoyed
being a part of the ensemble, but his plan was geared more
toward college apps. None of us could have anticipated how
much his love for music (and wind band literature in particular) would grow during the next four years. Like most teenagers, he always has his earbuds in while studying or doing
homework, as music has brought so much relief in times of
academic stress. Music has also connected him with his
friends, communicated encouragement when he is frustrated
or disappointed, and provided rich material to help form his
identity. Some of his high school highlights include the Chamber Concert at which he performed this past January and the
United States Marine Band concert which he attended this
past October, where he was inspired by the artistry displayed
by the musicians. When he was debating which college he
should attend, the opportunity to make music at each school
was a big factor in his decision, as he hopes to continue
playing music in college. His four years as a member of
Campolindo Music have certainly contributed enormously to
who he is and what he would like to do in the future.
– Yinghua and Laura Liu
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Kellen Clancy – Music has brought me pure joy over the
years. I have loved hearing the sounds of practice coming from
behind a closed door. I have felt pride seeing my teen dressed
in formal attire. I have looked forward to concerts with
anticipation and have had moments where I hoped the music
would never end. I have walked out smiling, with my heart full,
amazed at the level of talent and skill in bringing a piece to
life. Music has been the guardrails, the fertilizer and the
special sauce  helping my child become the student/
musician/person that he is today. I am most grateful for
having the opportunity to be part of the Campo Instrumental
Music program and I look forward to continuing the journey.
Thank you Mr. Johnson and staff for showing us the way!
– Michelle and Shawn Clancy
Lily Matranga – Music has always been a part of Lily’s life,
whether dancing with her older sisters to Kidz Bop CDs or
singing classic rock with her father during car rides. Despite
this, I wouldn’t say we are naturally a musically gifted family.
Those skills were given to Lily through the patience and
passion of the Moraga public school instrumental music
teachers. Early in elementary school, Lily knew she wanted to
play an instrument, just like her older sisters before her. Since
they had already chosen woodwind instruments, Lily decided
to make sure she would be heard above them, choosing to
play the trumpet. The trumpet is not an instrument for those
with delicate ears or who are easily discouraged. Luckily, Lily
loved both the sound and the challenge. At Campolindo
especially, she enjoyed the community of the school band.
Her passion comes not only from the enthusiasm of her
teachers, but the camaraderie of her fellow bandmates. Our
family enjoyed numerous concerts at Camino Pablo, Joaquin
Moraga, and finally Campolindo for all three of our daughters
– that’s a lot of concerts! We will be forever grateful for Mr.
Johnson and his fellow music teachers for instilling a love of
music in Lily and her sisters. We are sad to no longer have a

Left to right: Kellen Clancy, Lily Matranga, Ally Lee,
Lucas Nomura, Pablo Nguyen
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musician at Campolindo but grateful that our daughters were
able to benefit so greatly from the instrumental music
program as they grew into the young women they are today.
– John and Kim Matranga
Alexandra C. Lee – The excitement surrounding Ally's
graduation is tempered by the knowledge that this is the end
of her musical career. We have truly enjoyed listening to her
and her classmates play together for the last nine years and
will miss attending all of the concerts and events! Our favorite
has always been the Pops Concert! A big thank you to Mr.
Adam Noel and Mr. Johnny Johnson for guiding Ally, and her
brothers, through this journey. Because of them our entire
family has developed a deeper appreciation for and an
understanding of music. Their encouragement and support of
all of the musicians is what kept Ally in band all this time. We
hope that Ally will find a way to continue playing when she
attends UC Berkeley in the fall.
– Lisa A. Wong and Sherman C. Lee
Lucas Nomura – So many
wonderful memories have
taken place over the past nine
years when Lucas first picked
up a musical instrument, the
flute from 4th to 7th grade
and then a switch to bassoon
in the 8th grade. Lucas was
our only musical member of
the family and seeing him
grow these past four years
under Mr. Johnson’s guidance
has been truly remarkable. His
passion for music and the incredible friendships he has made
have shaped him into who he is today  a caring, charismatic
and loving individual. We will miss the concerts at CPAC and
hearing the stories of all of the talented kids in the music
program. It has been one of our greatest joys to see Lucas on
stage with his peers and to hear the beautiful music that flows
through Mr. Johnson’s direction. We thank you, Mr. Johnson,
and Campolindo for your dedication to our kids and to guiding
them in their love of music. We will be forever grateful for this
experience. We are so proud of you, Lucas!
– Denise and Craig Nomura
Pablo Nguyen – Pablo, we are so proud of you for the man
you’ve become, much of which we can gratefully attribute to
the hand that music has had on your life. From when you
picked up the clarinet in 4th grade, we could see the passion
you had for it, and we knew that you would take it wide and
far. At Campo, your participation in the music program has
taught you discipline, awareness, and true appreciation for the
arts. We thank the Campo Music program for giving us so
many cherished memories and for shaping our son into who
he is. We hope that he continues to explore music in the
coming years and that many future students can experience
the joy that we have with Mr. Johnson and the music program.
– Cao Nguyen and Claudia Miyar

