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FROM THE PODIUM
by Johnny Johnson, Music Director
As I begin my sixth year at Campo, I cannot imagine
being anywhere else. The earnestness of this
community, and its support of the arts, are rare
treasures found in few other places. If I can take any
credit in the advancement of our music program, it is
surely an accomplishment born of the dedication of so
many parents, students, faculty, and administrators, as
well as a thriving neighborhood of allies.
What better way is there to begin a school year than by
preparing for our annual Pops Concert in early
October? This is a time when we are getting to know
each other, figuring out what new and unusual
challenges the year will bring, and settling into the
routines that provide the structure for our work in the
coming months. The joy and fun associated with Pops is
also a bonding point around which we can gather,
without significant pressure, to acknowledge our love
of music in all of its many forms—multi-generational
and with palpable connections to daily life. A favored
feature of this event is the tradition of wearing studentdesigned t-shirts for each ensemble. What a great way
to brighten this casual occasion! The additional feature
of a meal together with a variety of family dishes and
treats makes this a genuine moment of fellowship.
Thank you all for your attendance and contributions to
this very important “new year” event.
“Football season” is a term that has varied meanings
for different communities and groups. For our
Instrumental Music program, it boils down to Snack

Shack and Pep Band. The tragic fires in Napa and
Sonoma nearly crushed our Snack Shack plans this year
with the Friday Homecoming Game being cancelled on
short notice due to air quality concerns. Fortunately,
our determined volunteers—parents and students
alike—were able to arrange to have the Snack Shack up
and running the following Monday evening for the
rescheduled game. We really depend upon this
important fund-raising source to meet our budget
needs, and this year’s Snack Shack was amazing in that
we raised as much money as in previous years even
though only the varsity team played that evening.
Thanks to Claudia Miyar and Michelle Clancy for
overseeing the planning and subsequent scrambling to
make sure this source of funding—and fun!—was
maintained through the unforeseen snags.
I am so proud of our student-led Pep Band! As I’ve
stated in previous newsletters, this is a great
demonstration of strong student leadership and
initiative being put to task and rising to the challenge.
There’s a huge payout of joy and support from fans at
the games for this endeavor. It’s no small task either.
Students commit to playing at all home games, and in
many cases put in additional time attending playoff
games into December. They have regular evening
rehearsals preparing music and planning the details.
This year’s student leaders are Ian Cumming, Shahab
Sadeghinejad, Marc Schultz, and Daniel Warner, and
they have organized and inspired a robust group of
players. Congratulations and thanks go to these spirited
students for giving their time and energy to entertain
the fans and support the team.
(continued on page 2)
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“From the Podium” (continued from page 1)

I received this message on October 31:
Dear Johnny Johnson,
We are pleased to share that the selections for the
2018 High School Honors Performance Series at
Carnegie Hall and Sydney Opera House have been
announced! After a difficult review process, our
Selection Board has chosen Finalists from all 50
United States, Washington DC, 6 provinces of
Canada, Australia, China, Hong Kong, Mexico,
New Zealand, Qatar, South Korea, and the United
Kingdom. Even more so than in the past, this year’s
Selection Board was very impressed by the number
and quality of applicants. The following is an
update on the status of your student applicants:
Brigitte Jia - Carnegie Hall Application Results:
Accepted - Honors String Orchestra
Andrew Torres - Carnegie Hall Application Results:
Accepted - Honors Band
Aman Malhotra - Carnegie Hall Application Results:
Accepted - Honors Symphony Orchestra
Not included on this list is Kevin Deng, who will also
perform with the Honors Symphony Orchestra. Kevin
was not listed because, as a previous performer, he
received an automatic nomination and therefore was not
included in the list with brand new nominees.
Congratulations to all four of these amazing students!
On November 4, Campo Jazz students along with
students from Bentley and Acalanes, gave of their time
and talents to perform at the Fountain of Life 2017
Annual Gala. The main push for the evening was to fund
the construction of a school in rural Zambia that will
serve over 500 students in grades 1-7. The students
involved were Chris Muray, saxophone; Kyle McDonald,

keyboard and trumpet; Stephen Vojta, piano;
Sean Donovan, guitar; Juliana Meneses, bass; and
Santi Milano, drums. I’m so proud of them for their
dedication and sweet spirit. And thanks to my partner
teacher, Alex Murzyn, for shepherding them through
the performance.
When it comes down to it, the breadth and depth of our
program is best shown in the preparation of repertoire
for our major concerts in November, February, and May.
If you’re reading this, you’re probably in attendance at
our Fall Concert featuring The Campo Jazz Project,
Concert Band, Symphonic Band, and Orchestra. Each
year, we take on new challenges. This year, I’m
particularly pleased to have the Symphonic Band playing
a wind band classic, Second Suite in F by Gustav Holst.
Besides being a technical challenge, this piece also
requires players to understand and communicate the
subtleties that support the hauntingly beautiful melodies
upon which this piece is based. Having played this work
myself in college band and with other community and
school ensembles, and having heard many All-State and
honors ensembles tackle this work, I know this is one
that will live in the hearts of students long after this year
has passed. I hope you enjoy it as well.
The Orchestra is tackling a major work for strings: the
St. Paul’s Suite, also by Gustav Holst. Although this piece
was originally written for his students at the St. Paul’s
Girls School in West London, it has been recorded by
many of the world’s professional orchestras. It was
completed only one year after the Second Suite in F, and
perhaps that is why Holst chose to rework the fourth
movement from that suite and include it in this piece for
his students. I mean, if you come up with an idea as
good as combining two tunes that work so well
together, why not use it again? Whatever the reason,
the result is just as delightful in the string setting. Add to
that the fact that the first three movements are so
(continued on page 3)
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wonderfully engaging, you can’t help but leave with the
tunes firmly in your heart.
The Fall Concert is the annual debut of our Concert
Band. As an all-freshman group, it is a pleasure to
watch this group form in the early days and then
flourish. The growth throughout the year should be,
and is, observable to our audience members. But I’m
additionally privileged to watch this group from Day
One through this first concert performance—a time
span of only 12 weeks. This year, as always, they have
quickly moved from individual players with varied skill
sets, to a thriving ensemble of players making music
together. I know you’ll enjoy their performance
tonight.
Please plan to join us for this year’s Winter Concerts.
 The Orchestra will perform on Valentine’s Day with
the five-time Grammy-nominated Quartet San
Francisco, led by Jeremy Cohen. We’ll be performing
Jeremy’s Concerto Grosso for String Quartet and
Orchestra written for QSF and the Marin Symphony.
 The Symphonic Band will perform with Mike Vax on
February 22. Mike Vax has played with the Stan
Kenton Orchestra, the Clark Terry Big Bad Band, and
the US Navy Show Band. He’s recorded with Freddy
Hubbard, Louie Bellson, the Dukes of Dixieland in
New Orleans, and many more. For many years, Mike
and his wife, Peggy, were based here in the East Bay
and are valued friends to many musicians still
working in the area, myself included.
Check your calendars to make sure you don’t miss the
Jazz Dinner Dance on Saturday, February 10. Not only
is this a fun evening of jazz, dining, and dancing, it
serves as a fundraiser as well. Look for upcoming
information about tickets for this memorable evening.
We could not survive as a program without the
generous donations of time and money from parents,
and we are deeply indebted to the leadership of our
Instrumental Music Boosters. If you would like to make
a contribution to our success, monetary or otherwise,
please contact our Booster President, Erika PringsheimMoore to find out the best way to help. Many thanks to
Erika, the Board, and all of you who make our work
possible!
Johnny

Page 3

SF SYMPHONY OPEN REHEARSAL—WE WERE
THERE! by Johnny Johnson
In what has become a treasured tradition of the Campo
music program, we once again attended a fall Open
Rehearsal of the San Francisco Symphony. In this
setting, we not only get to see and hear a world-class
orchestra perform, but we get a bit of insight into their
rehearsal process and the professionalism with which
these players operate.
This year was particularly special in that it is the 100th
birthday of the great American composer and conductor, Leonard Bernstein, and the rehearsal was conducted by none other than the Symphony’s own Artistic
Director, Michael Tilson Thomas. Two major works
were featured in this rehearsal: Bernstein’s second
symphony “The Age of Anxiety” and Richard Strauss’s
Ein Heldenleben. The rehearsal was also preceded by an
educational session detailing the history of each piece
and noteworthy elements. Because we got snarled up
in morning commute traffic, we missed most of the
lecture and worst of all, we missed getting our donuts!
Still, for many, this was their best experience yet. No
small wonder with such spectacular musicianship on
display. It truly was a feast for the ears, if not the belly.
We really value this unique opportunity for young
players to watch and hear professionals at work. It is
also a chance for the students to bond, enjoying lunch
together, and yes, even do some shopping at San
Francisco Centre. Many thanks to those who chaperoned and made sure this was a wonderful and safe day
for all.
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FROM OUR MUSIC BOOSTER PRESIDENT
ERIKA PRINGSHEIM-MOORE

to support my son’s passion for percussion and
our community’s varied musical entertainment
options.

My family has a
storied musical
history that has
impacted me in
ways both subtle
and profound. My
great-grandfather
Alfred Pringsheim
was a patron of the
arts who financially
supported Richard
Wagner and
adapted various
compositions of his
for piano. His
relationship with Wagner was so close that when
Hitler began persecuting the Jewish population in
Germany, Wagner’s granddaughter Winifred
attempted to aid his escape to Zurich. My
grandfather Klaus Pringsheim Sr. was a music
professor, composer, and conductor for the
Imperial Academy of Music in Tokyo, who studied
music under Gustav Mahler in Vienna. During
Hitler’s rise to power, my father joined him there,
only to be imprisoned by the Japanese as a
suspected spy when found socializing with a Soviet
military intelligence officer.

The success of our music program is due to the
participation of so many of our Campolindo
families — parents and kids alike. From bringing
spirit to our home football games to providing
entertainment during our Jazz Dinner Dance, our
students infuse energy and joy into these
community events. The volunteer hours, financial
and in-kind support that our parents contribute
result in a program that enriches all of our lives.

These events steered the course of my family’s
history, bringing my father to California after the
war ended. Though he did not pursue a career in
music, his love of it and respect for great German
composers carried throughout his life and hence
into mine. Opera blared through the house every
weekend, and symphonies played in the background of our family gatherings and special events.
I marched down the aisle to a woodwind quintet
playing Wagner’s Der Ring des Nibelungen. Though
my childhood piano lessons led nowhere, classical
music plays in my home office every minute that
I’m in it, serving as the backdrop to my critical (and
not so critical) thinking.

I am so grateful that someone in my household has
elected to continue the Pringsheim family tradition
of playing and appreciating music. The Campolindo
Performing Arts Center is one of my favorite places
on campus, and I feel so fortunate that my son gets
to spend time there and to participate in the
wonderful classes and other experiences that
Johnny Johnson offers. While I can only aspire to be
a patron of the arts one day, for now I am content

A special thanks to all of our Campolindo Music
Booster board members for the valued work that
they do throughout the year. If you have an
interest in getting involved as a parent volunteer,
please let me know. We are always seeking new
members to join our team!
Erika Pringsheim-Moore
epringsheim@yahoo.com
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UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
Unless otherwise noted, events will be held at the CPAC
(Campolindo Performing Arts Center).
Thursday-Saturday, December 7-9, 2017, 6:30-9:00 PM
Campo Night Live, Pre-Show with Campo Big Band 6:307:00, scenes performed by Campo Drama Department
Watch for ticket information in the Campo email bulletin
Thursday, January 4, 2018, 7:00-8:00 PM
Moraga Area Orchestra Concert, with 4th-8th graders
(free)
Tuesday, January 9, 2018, 7:00-8:00 PM
Moraga Area Band Concert, with 4th-8th graders (free)
Thursday, February 1, 2018, 6:00-8:00 PM
Open Jazz Rehearsal at Campo Open House (free)
Saturday, February 10, 2018, 6:00-10:00 PM
Jazz Dinner Dance at the Moraga Country Club
Tickets will go on sale soon; contact Shelly Muray at
smuray@comcast.net for more information
Wednesday, February 14, 2018, 7:30-9:00 PM
Winter Orchestra Concert — all students must attend
With Quartet San Francisco, led by Jeremy Cohen
Open to the public; please invite friends and family
Adults $10/Students & Kids free
Thursday, February 22, 2018, 7:30-9:00 PM
Winter Band Concert — all students must attend
With special guest artist Mike Vax
Open to the public; please invite friends and family
Adults $10/Students & Kids free

MUSIC BOOSTERS BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President: Erika Pringsheim-Moore
Vice Presidents: Jennifer and Mel Gilmour
Treasurer: Bill Doherty
Concert Attire: Jennifer Gilmour
Homecoming Concessions: Claudia Miyar and Michelle
Clancy
Hospitality (Band): Cheryl Evans
Hospitality (Orchestra): Cathy Schultz and Reena Malhotra
Jazz Dinner Dance: Barbara Williams, Stacy Giglio, and
Shelly Muray
Newsletter Layout: Tina Riepe
Photography: Vadim Mikulinsky
Pops Potluck: Amy Kikugawa and Christine Swihart
Publicity: Tina Chambers
Senior Gifts: Molly Ogro
Webmaster: Paul Derksen
Welcome Back BBQ: Cynthia Granicher
STUDENT INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC COUNCIL
Co-Presidents:
Brigitte Jia (orchestra)
Kyle Chuang (band)
Co-Vice Presidents:
Aman Malhotra (orchestra)
Kevin Deng (band)
CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
Principal: John Walker
Associate Principal: Jonathan Drury
Associate Principal: Angela Pimentel
Administrative Assistant: Carolyn Daughton
Lead Counselor: Amardeep Dhaliwal

Friday, May 11, 2018, 7:00-9:30 PM
Spring Concert — all students must attend
Open to the public; please invite friends and family
Free of charge (donations gratefully accepted)
Friday, June 1, 2018, 6:00-10:00 PM
Jazz Café at Stanley Middle School
Ticket info to be announced closer to the event.

© Vadim Mikulinsky

The full event Calendar for 2017-18 is available on our
website: www.campomusic.org/upcoming-events

Thank you to Vadim Mikulinsky for the Pops
Concert photos included in this issue.
More Photos on www.campomusic.org/gallery-2
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MUSIC BOOSTERS DONORS
Campolindo's Instrumental Music program relies on contributions from MEF, Parents Club, and its Booster
members to continue to offer the highest quality instruction and varied musical experiences for our students.
Thank you to all who have contributed to date.
If you have not yet donated, we would appreciate your support at any level. Please visit www.campomusic.org to
download the donation form or visit the Campo Webstore to make your contribution.
Maestro's Circle
Adobe
Mark & Angel Barba
The Derksen Family
Jodie Bourdet & Mark Fenske
The Granicher Family
The House Family
The Ogro Family
Jack Moore & Erika PringsheimMoore
The Riepe Family
Gold Circle
Tanya Lo & Philip Chuang
Heather & Greg Davis
The Gilmour Family
Giles & Ruth Hinchliff
The Li Family
Mike & Sue Marston
John & Kim Matranga
The Milano Family
The Murphy Family
The Schultz Family
Janet Wang & Yong Zhong
Silver Circle
Anonymous (1)
John & Kristina Brouhard
Sean & Nora Cavalli
William & Flora Chen
Dae Cho
Michelle & Shawn Clancy
Robert & Elaine Davis
Qin Yue & Wenbin Deng
Chika & Will Dow
M. Chaves & J. Gledhill
The Jackson Family
Laura Johnson
Matt & Jennifer Johnson
David & Amy Kikugawa
David & Angela Lucas
The Mangoba Family

Lito & Gloria Meneses
Julie & Bradley Morgan
Craig & Denise Nomura
Kathleen Michon & Douglas
Riegelhuth
The Sadeghinejad Family
The Swihart Family
Paul & Nanci Thomas
Tom & Celeste Warner
Lisa Stroup & Greg West
Steve & Barb Williams
The Yabu Family
Scott & Grace Yoo
Bronze Circle
Anonymous (3)
Cecile & Pierre Barlier
The Baxter Family
Jari Hazard & Russell Bradley
John Canon
Pao-Lin Shen & Fanqing Chen
Maria & Darren Chilimidos
Yee Ping & Mee-Jin Chong
The Crain Family
Karl & Melinda Davis
The Dawson Family
The Donovan Family
Frank & Eva Evangelist
The Evans Family
Patrick & Hue Yong Flaherty
Phu & Y-Lan Ho & Family
Ling Hunger
Mike Keough
Johnny Khattra
Hosun Chung & Jae Hyung Kim
Yookyeong Kim
Jack & Patricia Kuo
Anju & Deval Lashkari
The (Hannah) Liu Family
The (Jamiel) Liu Family
William Logan
The Love Family
Darien & Laura Lum

The Malhotra Family
The McAteer Family
Matt & Tammi McCormick
Lilian & Brian McGlothlen
Larry & Shelly Muray
The Olson Family
Tripper & Dagmar Ortman
Jose & Analissa Peña
Glenda Cheng & Alan Poon
The Roberts Family
The Sarvabhouman Family
The Simon Family
The Slaby Family
The Murali-Stoyanov Family
Kevin & Jennifer Strohmeyer
John Strong
Maria Claudia Terrien
The Torres Family
Tuba Fans
Alexander & Fabiola Vojta
Jin Xiao
MJ Xiong
Hong Huang & Bin Ye
May Lo & Andrew Yick
Julie Rinkenberger & Jian Ping
Zhang
Friends of Jazz
Pao-Lin Shen & Fanqing Chen
Lito & Gloria Meneses
Larry & Shelly Muray
The Schultz Family
Stanley Middle School PTA
Paul & Nanci Thomas

