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FROM THE PODIUM
by Johnny Johnson,
Music Director
In education, we use test
results to measure our
success. In music education, it is not so easy.
Yes, there are objective
elements we can test and
quantify, but artistry, the element we most value, is
intangible, ephemeral. So, as we enter the final days of
this school year, how can we know that we’ve grown as
musicians, as artists?
There’s a new idea floating around these days about
what really constitutes success in education. It comes
from Parker J. Palmer, author of The Courage to Teach.
It’s the debate about who should drive the classroom
content, the all-knowing teacher, or the students whose
interest and motivation is critical. What Palmer advocates is something quite different. He sees a classroom in
which the subject itself is at the center of the learning
space, occupying the role of the “great thing” toward
which both teacher and student move, not to consume it
and regurgitate it, but to respect it, analyze it, find
personal and collective meaning in it. In this way the
subject becomes a living body of knowledge capable of
changing us and of being changed. What a perfect model
for the study of music!
Rather than trying to sum up our 2016-17 achievements
in objective or subjective terms, I simply hope that our
students have found music to be a “great
thing,” a source of comfort, beauty, and
personal expression. Mostly, I hope they
appreciate that we’ve been able to
explore it together, daring to draw our
own interpretation from symbols on a
page, and allowing the outcome to
transform us.
Once again this year, we brought our
community of musicians together in
March for the annual Moraga Area
Concerts. We hosted students from each
of the elementary schools and from
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School here

at Campolindo, sharing concerts together, learning
about each others’ work, and promoting the continuation of musical studies through high school and beyond.
Indeed, part of the reason our overall numbers are up
next year is the successful connection Campolindo is
making with future instrumental music students
through these Area Concerts. Even AP Music Theory
enrollment is up. It is wonderful to see that as students
move into and through our program, they continue to
choose music among the many choices they have
today.
Healthy funding is the energy source that drives the
high quality of our instrumental music program.
Congratulations to Barbara Williams and Stacy Giglio,
who helped organize this year’s Jazz Dinner Dance, a
success both in fund raising and in showcasing the
wonderful talent of our jazz students. This event
demonstrates the circle-of-life effect in the perpetuation of a music program, with funds supporting the
musical growth of students who then perform with
such professionalism and enthusiasm that listeners are
inspired again to contribute financially.
Those funds have many end points. One of the more
valuable commodities we are able to acquire with your
contributions is the knowledge and skill of local,
professional musicians. We use their expertise in a
variety of ways: as classroom guests, small group
instructors, partner teachers in jazz, and as performers.
The instruction and examples provided by these
(continued on page 2)
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specialists is an important extension of my own
teaching, and allows students to see their own
potential for improvement and mastery of their
individual instruments.
Thank you, parents, for supporting us with the
dollars, time, and energy required to keep this
program thriving. I’m confident that the activities and
experiences we deliver to our music students is highquality, meaningful, and lacking very little because of
your efforts.

The Spring Concert marks the end of the road for our
graduating seniors. We will miss making music with
these dear friends, but we’ll cherish the memories
for many years. Seniors, pieces of our hearts are
going with you. You are not alone. We will be thinking of you, wondering, wishing, thinking supportive
thoughts, sending positive energy, and hoping that
you’ll find time to call, write, or visit to let us know
how you’re doing. Namaste.

Thank you to Kevin Goto
for sharing his
beautiful concert photos!
You can see more photos at
www.campomusic.org/gallery-2
or for those who use Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
campolindo.musicboosters
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FROM OUTGOING BOOSTER PRESIDENTS
JEFF & MARILYN HUNT
We are so thankful for our well-resourced music programs at Campo which provide joy to so many. As you
read through this article, we hope the quotes inspire you
to reflect on what music has meant to you during this
fantastic year.
It truly has been another wonderful year for Campo
Instrumental Music, and we are thankful to have served
as your Booster Presidents. Our delightful performances
have filled both the CPAC and many other venues. We are
so thankful to Mr. Johnson, whose passion, hard work,
and dedication shows up in so many ways. We are thankful for Mr. Johnson’s consistent leadership, teaching, and
talent, which inspires our students, families, and community.
We are pleased to report that Boosters has satisfied all
financial commitments for the year. These important
investments include funding master classes, providing
individual student lessons, covering festival fees, repairing
instruments, and much more. Our donor base was strong
this year, and we are thankful to all who contributed.
“I think music in itself is healing. It’s an explosive
expression of humanity. It’s something we are all
touched by. No matter what culture we’re from,
everyone loves music.” ― Billy Joel
We are thankful to our many volunteers and Board
Members who made it a great year. Thank you to Vice
President Erika Pringsheim-Moore for all your work and
your willingness to become Booster President next year!
We are excited to hand the reigns over to such an organized and hard-working leader. Thank you to Molly Ogro
for managing Concert Attire. Thank you again to Cynthia
Granicher for managing the welcome Back BBQ earlier in
the year. Our great appreciation goes to Jennifer Gilmour
and Amy Kikugawa for helping to produce a successful
Potluck and Pops. We so appreciate Sandra Harris and
Erika Pringsheim-Moore for all the work you did on the
Homecoming Snack Shack.
“Music can change the world because
it can change people.” ― Bono
Thanks to Christine Swihart, Deborah Slaby, and Stacie
Coates for managing hospitality for Band, and Cathy
Schulz and Reena Malhotra for managing hospitality for
Orchestra. Thank you to Barbara Williams and Stacy Giglio
who made our Jazz Dinner Dance a smashing success! A
huge thank you goes to Lori Sherman for arranging the
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senior gifts and Tina Chambers for managing publicity.
Thanks to Paul Derksen for being Webmaster and handling Email, and a huge thank you goes to Tina Riepe for
making this and all other newsletters happen. Thank you
to Kevin Goto for taking photos and Bill Doherty for
managing our finances as treasurer. This army of behindthe-scenes volunteers helps to make our successful music
year happen.
“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on
which it is impossible to be silent.” ― Victor Hugo
The Student Music Council did a fantastic job in assisting
our events, even keeping momentum going to the very
end. This includes a specific thanks to Co-Presidents Navid
Boozarpour (Orchestra) and Kevin Deng (Band), and to
Co-Vice Presidents: Lola Takhirov (Orchestra) and Erica
Wilson (Band). Thanks to JV Jazz teachers Alex Murzyn
and Tommy Davidson for great work with our students.
Our Booster organization is very fortunate to have the
ongoing and strong support from John Walker, Karen
Findlay, Amardeep Dhaliwal, and Carolyn Daughton,
expert help from Ross Wilson, and our faithful custodians.
This was a wonderful and memorable year of Campo
music, and it has been a pleasure to serve alongside so
many talented and committed volunteers who “get stuff
done!” We feel very fortunate and blessed to be in a
community which encourages such a life-giving activity;
one that enriches the lives of students, parents, family,
friends, faculty, and ultimately our community.

Nominated Music Boosters Board and
Committee Members for 2017-2018
President: Erika Pringsheim-Moore
Vice Presidents: Jen & Mel Gilmour
Treasurer: Bill Doherty
Concert Attire: OPEN
Homecoming Concessions: OPEN
Hospitality (Band): Cheryl Evans, OPEN
Hospitality (Orchestra): Cathy Schultz, Reena
Malhotra
Jazz Dinner Dance: Barbara Williams, Stacy Giglio,
Shelly Muray
Newsletter Layout: Tina Riepe
Photography: Kevin Goto
Pops Potluck: Jen Gilmour, Amy Kikugawa
Publicity: Tina Chambers
Senior Gifts: Molly Ogro
Webmaster: Paul Derksen
Welcome Back BBQ: Cynthia Granicher
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PARTING THOUGHTS
Thank you to the parents of graduating Seniors who shared
their music memories and reflections on the role of music in
students’ lives. Their comments, in no particular order:
Navid Boozarpour – The Campolindo orchestra community offered Navid many great opportunities over the four
years. They spanned from going on the Veteran's Day LA
trip to taking on the responsibilities of Orchestra President.
A very special thank you to all the orchestra friends and Mr.
Johnson for making this a rewarding experience.
– Diana and Manouchehr Boozarpour
Amalia Riegelhuth – We are grateful for the role that
music has played in Amalia’s life, particularly in her high
school years. It’s been fun to watch her commitment to and
appreciation for music grow through the school band,
private lessons, playing in the pit for school musicals, rallying with the pep band, practicing chamber pieces with
friends, and playing at the farmer’s market on Sunday.
When Amalia agreed to learn to play the french horn in
order to help the band fill out that section, her act of goodwill turned into a windfall – she fell in love with the french
horn and hasn’t picked up her trumpet since. Thanks to Mr.
Noel, Mr. Johnson, and Amalia’s awesome band-mates for
helping to make music such an enjoyable part of Amalia’s
life.
– Kathleen Michon and Doug Riegelhuth
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Kenna Sherman – Music
has played a significant role
in Kenna's education and
life. It has helped her grow
both intellectually and
socially. Her dedication and
commitment to play in the
Symphonic Band, Orchestra,
Pep Band, and Musical
Orchestra Pit is admirable.
She gained valuable leadership skills as this year's Pep
Band Director and very
much enjoyed the experience. Thanks to Mr. Johnson, Mr. Noel and her
private teacher Martha
Rubin for their support and encouragement. Kenna looks
forward to playing flute and/or picolo at UCSB next year. At
a recent UCSB open house the Pep Band was the first club
she sought out, a true sign of how much she values music in
her life.
– Roger and Lori Sherman

Spencer Giglio – Thanks to the many talented and giving
musicians in his life, Spencer has been blessed with the
opportunity to learn and play many different instruments
and perform at exciting venues over his 17 years. Rob and I
want to thank Johnny Johnson, Adam Noel, Ross Wilson,
and the long list of local musicians who have dedicated their
Kim Baxter – Congratulations, Kim. Four great years of
lives to teaching students. It is hard for us to fathom or fully
Campo Band. Eight years of music in Moraga. We have
appreciate the positive impact music has on Spencer’s life—
loved hearing you and your friends play over the years and
but we are so thankful for the role it has played thus far.
grow as musicians. We are so pleased you have been able to
Spencer has been ‘playing’ music since before he could
participate in the extraordinary Campo music program and
walk. It started when he saw some brass musicians performhave been an active part. Our gratitude goes to Mr. Johning in the park and decided to ask Santa for a horn for his
son, Mr. Noel, the Music Boosters, MEF, and God, who gives
second Christmas. Real music lessons started in first grade
you the desire to keep on playing! Love, Mom and Dad
and have continued ever since. The opportunity to play
– Rose and Geoff Baxter
music every day is a gift, and has shaped and supported
Spencer like no other activity. Music has given our son the
Zoe Portnoff – Our sincere gratitude to Johnny Johnson,
chance to meet new people, build confidence and try new
Bob Athayde, Tommy Davidson, Diane and John Maltester,
things, provided solace amidst academic stress, and offered
and the late great Mic Gillette for giving Zoe a musical
a sense of purpose. Sports and leadership played a big role
experience rich in lessons of commitment, hard work,
in Spencer’s high school experience, but
generosity, community, and joy. As Zoe
being part of Campo’s Instrumental Music
embarks on her next chapter we know
program - the musicals, Jazz Dinner Dances,
she will take her music lessons and
seasonal band performances and jazz commake her own astounding contributions
bos – has impacted him most.
to this world.
Together, Adam Noel and Johnny Johnson
Music
have
spent more than 2,000 hours over the
gives a soul to the universe
past
seven
years guiding Spencer’s musical
Wings to the mind
journey,
and
we saw their impact extend
Flight to the imagination
beyond the classroom and CPAC. We
And life to everything
watched and listened to Spencer playing in
-Plato
the pit with his friends during Campo musi– David and Vivienne Portnoff
Copyright-Kevin Goto cals, bugling for his Boy Scout troop, per-
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forming at church events, playing guitar around the campfire and at talent shows, and just ‘messing around’ every
afternoon on the piano or guitar at home, and we know,
emphatically, that this musical community has greatly
influenced our son.
As you conclude your time at Campo, Spencer, we want
to impress upon you how much we have loved watching
your musical talents flourish, and how we have so enjoyed
being your audience at every chance. Few things brighten
our day more than watching you play music. We feel very
grateful knowing that music will be in your life forever.
– Stacy and Rob Giglio
Bennett Coates – Music has helped shape Bennett into the
young man he is today. I still remember the day when
Bennett came home from 4th grade so excited and
screamed: "Mom, you have to fill out this form and take it
to JM now so that I can play the drums." He has never
looked back. Music and being a member of the band has
allowed Bennett to expand his horizons and meet an outstanding set of people. His interest in music has led to
learning multiple instruments, from the piano to guitar, all
the percussion instruments (including the marimba we have
at home), and to travel and perform in other places across
the country (Chicago). Music is a part of Bennett's life; it
helps him live life, calms him when the pressure of school
encroaches, inspires him and brings joy not only to him but
also to our family.
– Lon and Stacie Coates
Erica Wilson – Music has made a great impact on my
daughter, Erica. I am so grateful that music was an elective
that was available to my daughter. Many schools and school
districts do not have the funds for music. I have seen my
daughter blossom, be part of a community that she grew to
enjoy, endure, and love. Music has inspired her to join
other music clubs outside of Campo where she could expand her musical skills and meet other musicians who enjoy
playing a musical instrument. Music creates great opportunities, creates a calm and beautiful atmosphere where Erica
can enjoy freely, anytime, and portable. Music has inspired
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Erica to keep learning to play music, because of all the
beauty it provides. She is grateful to all of her music teachers, both at schools and private lessons, conductors, and
musicals that she has been part of. Being her mother, I am
truly thankful for all of the positive impact that music has
provided to my daughter and to Johnny for being supportive
to Erica for the past four years at Campolindo High School.
– Dewi Wilson, mom
Matty Ringquist – Campo Music has been a part of our
lives for eight years with both of my sons playing in the
Symphonic Band. I have enjoyed every concert, sitting in
awe at the beautiful music that the students play. I am
constantly amazed at the wonderful talent of the kids and
the innovative programs that Johnny Johnson dreams up for
our listening pleasure. Both of my sons have also enjoyed
the requirement that they attend outside concerts. We have
seen some very varied and exquisite programs. We've had
some fun outings filling this requirement. Thank you Johnny
Johnson and Campo Music for giving my sons a love of
music that I hope will last their entire life and for providing
me with some wonderful memories.
– Neal and Stephanie Ringquist
Anmerlyn Tucker – Anmerlyn’s participation in rehearsals, recitals, concerts, competitions, and musicals all the
while being mentored by older student musicians and
various music educators has had a direct influence on
shaping her into the person she is today. We salute Mr.
Noel and Mr. Johnson, with heartfelt gratitude and appreciation, for their passionate guidance and nurturing devotion
in enriching Anmerlyn’s journey with an invaluable companion without prejudice – music.
– Lue-Yen and Jeff Tucker
Lauren Holloway – Little did we know when we walked
into Lamorinda Music eight years ago and rented a clarinet
that music would become such a wonderful part of Lauren's
middle and high school experience. Lauren has made many
music friends and memories as well as learned valuable
lessons from participating in both large and small ensembles. We are grateful to live in a community that supports
music and the arts and offers students opportunities to
learn and experience the joy of music. Many thanks to Mr.
Noel, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Roberts who teach and guide
these musicians everyday. Thanks aren't enough to express
our appreciation to Mary Ann Meltzer who has been Lauren's clarinet teacher and friend for the past three years.
Attending Campolindo concerts and musicals has become a
family event with Lauren's cousins, grandparents, and uncle
all coming to enjoy the incredible and professional performances especially when Lauren played in the "pit" for West
Side Story. We hope that her clarinet case gets packed in
the car to take to college so she can continue to enjoy
making music with new friends.
– Robert and Tricia Holloway
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Olivia Slaby – Looking back from this vantage point, it’s
not hard to see love of music as a leitmotif of our daughter
Olivia’s story so far.
Music has been part of her life almost from the moment
she was born. Whether it was the lullabies we crooned to
her when she was a baby, or Tony Bennett’s “In the Playground” CD she danced to as a toddler, or the tiny xylophone that was probably the first instrument we ever
bought her, she has always delighted in music.
When she was old enough to sit upright, I began taking
her to Music Together classes in Santa Cruz where all the
babies and toddlers clapped and wriggled to the simple
songs. Eventually, they began to sing and play along with
them. That was beginning of a journey that has led her to
explore music through multiple modalities: vocal, instrumental, dance, musical theater, alt rock concerts and festivals, even music journalism.
Music is the place she goes when she is inspired or needs
inspiration. Where she has bonded with friends and taken
comfort when friendships have grown rocky. Where her
creativity is fired and her imagination transported. It is a
language that allows her to express herself and experience
ideas and emotions in a way that is beyond words. She has
taught us that music both touches and reveals the deepest,
most human and essential part of us. For that - and for all
the joy her love of music has brought to our whole family we are so grateful.
– Deborah and Bob Slaby
Hayden Hunt – Hayden started playing the piano in kindergarten, and his passion for music was evident from the
earliest time in his life. His development in music was fueled
not only by the wonderful programs and teachers in our
Lamorinda schools, but also by his own competitiveness. He
was constantly trying to catch his older brother musically,
which accelerated his growth. (Thanks Taylor)! Passion for
music is in Hayden’s DNA, and we have relished watching
him learn and experiment with many different instruments
over his life. At one point the sounds of our house rotated
between a jazz club, cathedral, and funeral home, when
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Hayden bought a large Hammond organ and played it with
vigor! His switch from classical to jazz piano his freshman
year was a wonderful reboot to his love for music. We are
thankful to Mr. Noel for offering jazz at JM, Spencer Giglio
who encouraged Hayden to try jazz, and to Mr. Johnson
who invited him to switch from sax to jazz piano. Participating in the California Jazz Conservatory Studio Band and
the Lafayette Summer Music Jazz Workshop have been
valuable supplements to his growth. We reflect on how
grateful we are for the countless people and activities that
remind us of how Hayden has been mentored, taught,
nurtured, and developed. Music will be with him for his
lifetime, and we are the lucky beneficiaries of a home filled
with song, which has provided such tremendous joy!
– Jeff and Marilyn Hunt
Ronin McCobb – Ronin, Thank you for all the wonderful
times and performances! We loved coming to hear and see
you play as it always brought us together, including Grandpa. We will always cherish those memories and can't wait to
see how college inspires you and your music to come. Love,
Dad, Mom, and Nolan
– Philip and Susie McCobb
Scott Hillhouse – Scott began playing the snare drum in
4th grade at Rheem Elementary School under the guidance
of Mr. Noel. From there on, music was a consistent part of
his life. For several years Scott studied under Shaun Lowecki
(The Alex Pinto Trio), who mentored Scott not only in
percussion but on their shared loves of travel and Chicago.
Middle school band taught Scott teamwork and he continued to mature as much as a squirrely percussion section
can. Scott loved the JM concerts, especially performing
more modern works like "Africa" and "Scary Monsters and
Nice Sprites." For the past four years, Scott has continued to
grow as a student, musician, and leader as Percussion
Section Chair under the guidance of "The Juice." Music has
taught him patience, persistence, and the fine art of listening. While at Campo, Scott's music highlight was the Orchestra (and accompanying Symphonic Band members) trip to
Chicago to debut music and perform in venues throughout
the city. This August Scott is headed off to DePaul University
(Honors College) in Chicago to pursue a degree in Marketing. Scott wishes to thank Mr. Johnson for his guidance
and commitment to his students and for sharing his passion
for all things music.
– Lisa and Mark Hillhouse
Christine Wenzel – Christine was extremely privileged to
be a part of such a fantastic community in which to cultivate
her love of music. She started taking piano lessons, and in
fifth grade decided she wanted to take up the flute. But it
wasn’t until we moved to the Lamorinda area when she was
in 8th grade that her ability really began to shine through
Mr. Athayde at Stanley Middle School. We were fortunate
that she could continue her music education at Campo
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thanks to Mr. Johnson, her flute teachers, and the MEF. In
addition to learning through practice, persistence, and
performance, she’s been able to experience the camaraderie of being part of a group that works together and relies
upon one another toward the common goal of making
music. Because of the high caliber of her fellow musicians,
they have helped motivate and inspire her to reach her own
potential. Many of her best friends are her fellow musicians
with whom she’s shared four years of making music together. The highlight of her high school music career has to be
performing with the orchestra in the Chicago Music Festival
and the trip to Chicago. The students spent many long hours
in and out of school learning and practicing several pieces of
extraordinary music, one of which was an original score
written just for the Campolindo Orchestra. Her experience
at Campo has given her many friends, amazing experiences,
and wonderful memories to take with her into the future.
– Dan and Martha Wenzel
Erika Riepe – The cello has been a constant in Erika's life
since 4th grade. We've enjoyed every concert, from the first
one in elementary school where the string players only
plucked because they didn't know how to bow, all the way
through to the amazing high school concerts where the
students perform world-famous classical music. Being part
of Orchestra has allowed Erika to enjoy experiences like
visiting veterans in Los Angeles, playing in the pit orchestra
for three Campo musicals (thank you Mr. Roberts!), and
performing in Chicago at the Field Museum and Symphony
Hall. Ultimately though, the experience has mostly been
about the people, and not the instrument. Erika has benefited from the teaching and mentoring of Adam Noel, Dawn
Foster-Dodson, and Johnny Johnson, and she's built an
exceptional group of friends who share her love of music.
We will be forever grateful to the schools, MEF, and the
Boosters for making this possible.
– Mark and Tina Riepe
JJ Yabu – JJ has been playing violin since the 4th grade
when he walked once a week from CP to JM to participate
in the elementary school orchestra led by Mr. Adam Noel.
He then joined the JM orchestra with Mr. Noel before
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continuing to play the violin in the Campo orchestra with
Mr. Johnny Johnson. For JJ, orchestra has served as sort of
an escape. As a competitive athlete and serious student, he
has often felt the pressures of both, battling numerous
injuries and surviving many short nights of sleep. But, for
one period a day, he could block out those stresses and just
concentrate on playing music with some of his best friends.
Our family thanks Mr. Noel, Mr. Johnson, and all of the
members of the orchestra for this wonderful experience.
Congratulations to all of the graduating seniors! May music
continue to inspire and comfort you as you pursue your
future endeavors.
– Eric and Geraldine Yabu
Spencer Spiering – Every story has a beginning and for
Spencer it was his first guitar when he was two years old.
Energy, the love for music, fourteen years of lessons and six
guitars later, Spencer has lived and pursued his unending
passion for music. In those early years at Stanley Middle
School, while a saxophonist, Spencer appreciated the time
and patience of Tommy Davidson and Bob Athayde in the
Jazz Messengers and Symphonic Band. The Campolindo
music program under Johnny Johnson, further challenged
his ability, playing his guitar in the Jazz Band and saxophone
in the Symphonic Band. Playing in the pit orchestra for
musicals including les Miserables, West Side Story and the
excitement to play a percussion instrument for Beauty and
the Beast consumed most of his free time. Spencer loves
making music; whether it is at school, pep band, Campo
musicals or just hanging out playing with friends. We are so
fortunate to be in a community that values and supports
music and the arts. Thank you Johnny Johnson for your
dedication and leadership. Spencer will attend Purdue
University in the fall, where he will study Biomedical Engineering.
– Carol and Mike Spiering
Joshua Baier – The Baier family wants to thank Johnny
Johnson for the wonderful experience that our son, Joshua,
has had through high school. Playing the clarinet has given
him a creative outlet and a break from the tough academic
rigors at Campo. It amazes us how fast time has flown, from
the squeaky sounds to the melodious songs that he has
learned to play. Much to our surprise, Johnny has also
reignited the love of music in us! We went to concerts and
symphonies for the quarterly performance reviews and
realized how much we enjoyed the concerts. Thank you for
all you have done, Johnny! This program is wonderful and
we will miss it!
– Michael and Jennifer Baier

Congratulations to all our Seniors.
We wish them each the very best
as they embark on a new journey!

