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Every school year is different. While we spend much of 
our time adhering to the same concert schedule and 
upholding important traditions, the variation in the 
execution, approach, and character of our work is 
astounding. As we conclude this 2014-2015 school year, 
I'm cognizant of the unique contributions that have been 
made by this set of students and the special memories 
they have created for all of us . . . memories that are 
exclusive to this time period but will live on for a lifetime. 
 
This year was marked by several distinctive moments. 
High on my personal list is the Jazz with Friends concert 
in December which we not only shared with two other 
high school jazz bands, but generated more than $1200 
in donations for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion. Most unique was the afternoon and evening we 
spent in our exchange with the Sydney Boys High School, 
allowing our students to share musical moments togeth-
er with teenagers from the other side of the globe. The 
day included many special moments as the students 
exchanged gifts (Vegemite!) and delighted in each others' 
company. 
 
In February, the Concert Band’s amazing growth was on 
display as these fine young musicians gave a very special 
and very musical performance. The Symphonic Band 
rubbed shoulders and performed with professional 
musicians not much older than they are. The Orchestra 
(including Symphonic Band members comprising the 
“orchestra winds”) tackled music of the highest caliber in 
their performance of Beethoven’s First Symphony. 
 
It was around the time of the Winter Concerts that we 
learned that the audition recordings we had submitted of 
the orchestra secured a spot for them at the 2016 Chica-
go International Music Festival, to which only four high 
school and two university ensembles are accepted. More 

evidence of the growth of both the Orchestra and the 
Symphonic Band came in the form of Unanimous Superi-
or ratings at the CMEA Large Ensemble Festival on May 1. 
 
Other activities offered our instrumental students oppor-
tunities to expand their talents. Selected students from 
our program made up the all-student orchestra that 
accompanied the choir's production of Les Misérables. 
The sacrifice these students made to be a part of this 
included many hours of rehearsal culminating in playing 
eight sold-out shows. Members of our program also 
comprised a band that accompanied the "POPS of Color!" 
concert presented by all five choirs. The Pops Band, 
organized by Eli Kirmayer, included keyboard, guitar, 
bass, and drums as well as parts for strings and other 
percussion. These students played for two sold-out 
shows and received much praise and appreciation from 
the participating choir students. We are so grateful for 
these opportunities to collaborate with the choir pro-
gram. These events followed earlier collaborations which 
included Chamber Singers performing with our orchestra 
and members of the orchestra performing with the choir 
on their holiday concert. 
 
Building on the very successful (and fun!) Jazz Dinner 
Dance, our Froshombo and the Campo Big Band will once 
again round out the year by performing at the Stanley 
Jazz Café in early June. 
 
As the school year nears its conclusion, we once again 
begin saying farewell to a group of seniors. We will 
certainly miss the talents and efforts of this year's gradu-
ating students. We know that there will be others coming 
up through the program that will have much to offer, but 
the singular abilities and personalities of these seniors 
can never be replaced. We can only hope that the experi-
ences we've provided in this program have helped them 

develop the poise, sophistication and 
sensitivity that will contribute to worth-
while careers. 
 
As always, the Instrumental Music Boost-
ers have been critical to our success. The 
funds raised have enabled us to purchase 
music, purchase instruments and keep 
them in good repair, provide lessons for 
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Gratitude.  The Campolindo Instrumental Music Boosters 
organization is ending this year with a flourish, and with a 
slate of nominees to the 2015-2016 Board that is highly 
energized, creative, inquisitive, and likely to make next 
year’s organization more vibrant and active than ever.  
 
Thanks to Vice President 
Stacy Giglio for spear-
heading the effort to 
attract enthusiastic and 
talented folks to next 
year’s Board.  
 
Special thanks to outgoing 
Webmaster Teresa Chow. 
Teresa cheerfully and 
efficiently ensured that 
communications coming 
in from many directions 
appeared on the website 
and in mass e-mails in a 
timely and clear manner. 
For several years, Dana 
Gill has coordinated the Senior Gifts and flowers, Donia 
Gouios the Jazz Dinner Dance, and Lisa Wong Concert 
Attire. We bid them a grateful and fond farewell.  
 
Thank you to our Hospitality Committee – Sarah Roberts, 
Robin Reese, Amy Kikugawa, and Ilka Bartchy – for 
ensuring the after-concert receptions were sweet and 
light-hearted affairs, and to Dan Beaver for coordinating 
the Pops potluck, from which no one went home hungry.  
 
Although Committee Chairs are responsible for specific 
tasks, they all pitch in when the need arises; this all-for-
one-and-one-for-all attitude helps make the music, and 
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Thank you to Kevin Goto for providing 
beautiful photographs from our concerts. 

Visit www.campomusic.org/gallery-2  
to see Kevin’s photos in full color. 

our instrument switchers, secure guests artists and 
clinicians, provide for staff development, print our beau-
tiful concert programs, and honor our seniors as they 
leave us to make their way in the world. As we move 
forward, we hope that many parents will volunteer to 
continue this work and ensure the future stability of the 
instrumental music program. 
 
Parents and students, please accept my gratitude for the 
support you've shown me throughout yet another year. It 
truly is a privilege to serve this community. 

(continued from page 1) 
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FROM NOMINATED BOOSTER PRESIDENT  
STACY GIGLIO 
 
Allegro.  Animato.  Con moto.  If there were tempo mark-
ings on this year’s Campo Instrumental Music program, 
these would be the words printed at the top. Wow! What 
amazing work our students have accomplished this year, 
under the thoughtful direction of Maestro Johnny Johnson. 
Beginning with our standing-room-only fall Pops concert, 
our musicians maintained a steady pace all year, with a 
crescendo at the spring concert with Sydney’s Boys School 
(and their Vegemite). One of my favorites was the Moraga 
Area Concert, where all Moraga music students in grades 5 
through 12 performed together. Watching the progression 
of each group – and seeing BOTH of my boys in the same 
concert – was fantastic. Now, eleven performances and 
hundreds of parent-donated cookies later, we arrive at the 
finale of what was truly an unforgettable year.    
 
Our family is so proud to be a part of Campo’s music 
program. Unlike other courses, music supersedes the 
classroom and the school day. It seeps into our daily lives 
as we find ourselves talking about it at the dinner table, 
playing it in the car, and performing it together on week-
ends. Many thanks to Johnny for creating an environment 
at Campo that is so focused on the importance of music. 
   
My husband Rob and I graduated from Campolindo. Some 
of my favorite high school memories come from the music 
program, including singing with the choir and performing 
in the Campo musicals. (Back then, we were on the old 
“stage” in the old multiuse room with student choreogra-
phers and recorded music … how times have changed!) We 
moved back to Moraga in 2001, and Rob and I couldn’t be 
happier to be raising our boys in the supportive and musi-
cal community where we grew up. 
 
I am looking forward to working with all of you next year 
as we make music and memories together. I hope we can 
continue to reach out to the community and find ways to 
share our music beyond our Campo families. Thank you, in 
advance, for all 
of your energy 
and support to 
make the 
Campolindo 
Instrumental 
Music Program 
exceptional. 
Get ready for 
next year:  
Presto and 
Forte! 

sense of community, happen. Stacy, Ellen, Cynthia, 
Nikki, and Sarah served dinner to the Sydney Boys High 
School and Campo musicians, and ensured our guests 
from Down Under boarded their bus with goodie bags 
containing souvenirs and snacks. That event brought a 
special kind of magic – in the form of Vegemite (ask a 
musician!) and camaraderie.  
 
Thanks to music booster membership donations, 
corporate sponsors, and matching funds, and the 
steadfast service of Treasurer Bill Doherty, we are in 
good financial shape.  
 
The support and logistical help provided by the 
administration is critical to our success, and I am 
grateful to Mr. John Walker, Mr. Scott Biezad, Ms. Karen 
Findlay, Ms. Carolyn Daughton, and Ms. Deanna Rauch; 
and, to the custodial staff who ensure the facilities are 
set up, and then cleaned up, for our events.  
 
The Student Music Council, under the leadership of 
Andrew Wang and Josh Sherman, helped with many of 
the events, brought music to community sites, and fired 
up athletic teams and fans.  
 
All our events and activities require help from many 
hands (and cookies), and I thank all who volunteered 
during this year. It has been a privilege and pleasure to 
serve as President, and I am grateful for all of your 
support.  

(continued from page 2) 
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PARTING THOUGHTS 
Thank you to the parents of graduating Seniors who shared their 
thoughts about the role that music has played in their student’s 
life. Their comments, in no particular order: 
 
Nikko Gousios — As this year comes to a close, it is with a 
heavy heart and the deepest gratitude that we must say good-
bye to Campolindo’s amazing music program and all the joy it 
has brought Nikko, and his older brother Athan. Music has been 
a positive influence in Nikko’s life, starting back at Stanley mid-
dle school with Bob Athayde. Nikko always looked forward to his 
Jazz class and even though it has been six years of “down beat at 
7:00 a.m.,” I don’t think Nikko would change his experiences in 
music for anything. The camaraderie, confidence, and pure en-
joyment that music has brought Nikko is truly unique. We are 
confident that Nikko would join us in thanking his brother 
Athan, Mr. Athayde, Tommy Davidson, Mr. Benstein, and Mr. 
Johnson for the lifelong gift that music has given him. With kind-
est regards, George and Donia Gousios 
 
Mika Braun — “Why the French horn?”, some curious friends 
have asked. Well, it’s the instrument you’re offered when you 
get the last pick of the Athenian Middle School band lottery. 
How apropos that someone with American-French dual citizen-
ship would be destined to play "le cor d'harmonie." For Mika 
Braun, what seemed like a musical mischance seven years ago 
quickly transformed to a rewarding adventure tooting on that 
humungous piece of coiled brass and taming the most intracta-
ble and treacherous of orchestra instruments. In her quest to 
play warm and wonderfully tuned notes, she was blessed with 
Mary Ellen Smidebush and Todd Minson as her teachers. Mika is 
much obliged to Mr. Benstein and Mr. Johnson for their passion-
ate and artistic leadership. And how lucky to have had awesome 
symphonic compadres with whom she experienced countless 
concerts, pep band at the football state championship game and 
late nights in the Les Mis orchestra pit. Special kudos to her fel-
low hornists and weak links! This coming fall Mika will be attend-
ing Wesleyan University in CT, where she may take a course in 
ethnomusicology. Long live the band organism!  -Sachi Enochty  
 
Seth Kofman — Seth began his musical career in the 4th grade, 
playing trumpet. Because of his interest in Bruce Springsteen he 
switched to the saxophone, despite little resemblance to the Big 
Man. Music enabled Seth to express his inner self, and he en-
joyed working together with his fellow classmates to make 
beautiful music.  -Chie and Yale Kofman 
 
Jenny Schneider — Music making in the Lamorinda schools 
has been a wonderful journey for our family over the past 15 

years! From the early sweet 
toots on the flutophone at  
Burton Valley to the beautiful 
harmony of symphonic bands 
at Stanley and Campo, our 
memories of concerts past 
will conjure up happy emo-
tions and good times! Thank 
you to all of the fine music 
educators in our community 
who have shared their love of 
music with our family!  -Cindy 
and Doug Schneider 
 

Andrew Wang — When my son 
came home in third grade an-
nouncing that he was going to 
play violin in the Orchestra, I did 
not think his enthusiasm would 
last. I was wrong. The wonderful 
music program in Moraga 
schools has since helped him 
grow into a true music enthusi-
ast. It not only taught him to 
appreciate music, respect teach-
ers’ and teammates’ work, but 
also taught him to become a 
responsible young man. My son 
has benefited tremendously 
from the Campo music program 
and the tireless and well-
organized efforts of Mr. Johnson and the music booster parents. 
Thank you so much for giving our kids a wonderful and educa-
tional musical experience.  -Yasheen Zhou 
 
Jack Stephens — We are so grateful for our son’s participation 
in the instrumental music program at Campo. Under the direc-
tion of both Harvey Benstein and Johnny Johnson, he has grown 
tremendously as a musician and as an individual. We are partic-
ularly grateful for Johnny’s support of his students who chose to 
pursue athletics as well as music. He worked with his athletes to 
make room for both areas of interest and was quick to recognize 
their musical and athletic achievements. Johnny made it “cool” 
to be an athlete and a musician. The most memorable Campo 
musical experience for our son was the Veteran’s Day trip to 
Southern California. Johnny put so much thought and countless 
hours into planning this extraordinary experience for his stu-
dents. It provided them a little bit of culture at the philharmonic, 
a little bit of instruction at the Disney studio, a little bit of fun 
and friendship at Disneyland, and a little bit of community ser-
vice at the Veteran’s home. This trip left a lasting impression on 
our son and strengthened the bond he has with his musical 
classmates.  -Kim & Mark Stephens 
 
Jasper Gill — Watching Jasper grow musically over the past 
four years has been a great source of joy for us. We were nerv-
ous when in his first year at Campo Mr. Benstein, the heart of 
the Campo instrumental program, announced he was going to 
retire. What would this mean for the kids just starting in music? 
We needn’t have worried. Mr. Johnson has filled those shoes 
with comfort, grace, and humor, and we are grateful for the 
encouragement Jasper has received. Watching the wonderful 
friendships and collaborations Jasper has developed over the 
years with students in the music program has been a delight, 
and we are confident those friendships will extend beyond his 
high school years. Walking past Amaroma and seeing our kid 
playing to an appreciative audience is beyond words. Jasper will 
be continuing with Jazz at Willamette University, and all we can 
say is that Campo has been a wonderful preparation, deepening 
his love of music and performance. Thank you to Mr. Johnson 
and all of Jasper’s classmates who have been a part of his jour-
ney.  -Dana and Michael Gill 
 
Nick Lum — Congratulations on an amazing 4-year run of won-
derful music at Campo. Way to stay with it and finish strong!   
-Darien and Laura Lum 
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supported by MEF has been challenging and rewarding for  
Martha. She has had an excellent orchestra experience, first 
under Harvey Benstein and now under Johnny Johnson. Both of 
these conductors encouraged Martha to further pursue excel-
lence in music and leadership as service. Martha has received a 
music scholarship to attend Westmont College in Santa Barbara. 
There she plans to also major in Psychology with hopes of be-
coming a Music and Dance Therapist. Many have made Martha’s 
development possible. She will be ever grateful for this support 
and looks forward to giving back.  -Ilka and Christopher Bartchy 
 
Cary and Michael Huang — Cary’s and Michael’s most memo-
rable experience with the Campo orchestra in the past four 
years was, of course, the Veterans’ Day trip to Southern Califor-
nia. I think the trip exemplified the feeling of belonging to a 
group with a common goal (to perform well for the veterans) 
and having fun together (Disneyland!). Thanks to Mr. Johnson, 
they have had this experience throughout the years, preparing 
for concerts and events and interacting with fellow musi-
cians. Along the way, their skills in playing their instruments 
have improved too; the concerts sound better every year!   
-Teresa Chow (Huang) 
 
Kaitlin Steinleitner — To Kaitlin, From early hours band  
practice in elementary school to JM auditorium concerts. Many 
practices. Now four years of high school band. Beautiful con-
certs at CPAC. Every concert filled with memories. Fun band trip 
to LA, Disneyland! We have enjoyed watching you grow in your 
flute playing abilities. We will miss the sound of your flute but 
your next adventure is about to begin. Much love, Mom, Dad 
and Ally  
  
Jason Chiou — Campo 
orchestra was a great expe-
rience that helped my son 
connect with his peers 
through music day by day. It 
also provided him with an 
opportunity to expand his 
knowledge of music under 
the guidance of Mr. John-
son, and ultimately made 
him a better leader and 
musician.  -Michelle Chiou 
 
Alicia Kim — When Alicia 
Kim first saw the Campolin-
do Orchestra play at a con-
cert while she was in fourth 
grade, she immediately was 
filled with admiration and 
awe. From that point on, 
she knew she had to join 
once she got into high 
school as well. Now, Alicia is a senior and has been a part of the 
orchestra for all four years of her high school career. She holds 
great respect and admiration for her peers and is proud of the 
accomplishments that the orchestra has made together as a 
whole.  -Kwang Kim  
 

Congratulations to all our Seniors. We wish them  
each the very best as they embark on a new journey! 

Morgan 
Matranga — 
Being part of 
Campolindo's 
music program 
has been a won-
derful experi-
ence for Mor-
gan and 
our family over 
the past four 
years. This ex-
perience goes 
well beyond the high quality of the musical performances. Being 
a member of the band has enriched her high school experience 
and her life, allowing her to make new friends and challenge 
herself in ways her other classes do not. Thank you so much to 
everyone who has contributed to Morgan's fantastic experience 
in the Campolindo Music program.  -John and Kim Matranga 
 
Jacob Ngai — Dear Jacob, We are so proud of you for joining 
Orchestra and playing so well. We are sure that the skills you 
have learned will take you far in your life. Love, Mom and Dad 
 
Josh Sherman — Wow, it seems like just yesterday that Josh 
was in elementary school, and we were taking him to CPAC for 
the first time to see a musical performed completely by Campo 
students. Now, here we are with graduation upon us, and Josh 
has performed in all four musicals at Campo! He’s had the pleas-
ure of being part of the Moraga music program starting with Mr. 
Noel; moving on to Mr. Benstein; and finishing with Mr. John-
son. Their enthusiasm, passion, and lessons encouraged Josh to 
audition for and make various Honor Bands, Berkeley Latin and 
Jazz bands and more. Under their tutelage Josh's musicality 
grew significantly, as well he had the opportunity to score films 
produced by Campo students. The Campo music program gave 
him the confidence to be a leader. He truly loved being a combo 
leader, and the Jazz Dinner Dances were the highlight of his 
Campo years. The experience and knowledge Josh garnered 
from his time at Campo culminated in the establishment of a 
student lead Pep Band. He worked with Campo faculty, parents, 
and students to put together a successful program. He spent 
hours transcribing music for over a dozen instruments, as well as 
coordinating and leading rehearsals and performances. It was 
apparent that his mentors had successfully implanted an inspir-
ing passion for music. As a fitting tribute to the music education 
programs in our community, Josh will double major in Jazz 
Trumpet Performance and Film Scoring at the Berklee College of 
Music in Boston. His family and friends are very proud of his 
accomplishments and look forward to the journey ahead!  -Lori 
and Roger Sherman 
 
Martha Bartchy — Martha moved to the Lamorinda area four 
years ago from Germany. She had previously been studying vio-
lin under Ulrike Fleming for five years before a year of study in 
Tennessee had her being guided by the Russian teacher Galina 
Timofeev. In Tennessee she was also a guest of the Symphony of 
the Mountains Youth Orchestra under the direction of Ross Ba-
der. The last four years she has studied under Greg Mazmanian 
in Orinda, under which guidance she has been successful at mul-
tiple Certificates of Merit music competitions and has achieved 
her current music excellence. The Campolindo Music Program 


