final days as members of our program. We will
miss them but they know, and we know, that they
must go forward and seek out a life of their own
making. We should trust that the values and ethics
we've sought to instill in them will serve them
well and bring them back to us one day as fulfilled
and thriving adults. Seniors, you have my very
best wishes for a successful future. Please do keep
in touch.

FROM THE PODIUM
Johnny Johnson, Music Director
It seems unthinkable that I am writing this to close
my second year as your Director of Instrumental
Music. I know these are old clichés, but all I can
think is, "Where did the time go?" and "Time flies
when you're having fun." Truly, it is a pleasure to
be part of this great community and to serve the
bright and gracious students of Campolindo High
School.
I've written in great detail in previous newsletters
concerning our activities and accomplishments for
this year. To list a few of the highlights, I would
mention again our Veteran's Day trip, the Winter
Orchestra Concert featuring two concert pianists,
the all-student pit orchestra accompanying the
performance of Urinetown, the Musical, students
participating in the County Honor Band and
County Honor Jazz Band, and students
representing Campolindo in the California AllState Orchestra and All-State Wind Symphony. In
addition to these events and our regular concerts,
students have been involved in several community
and public events as small ensembles and soloists
sharing their wonderful talents and artistry around
the community.
This is the bittersweet time of year when we can
look back and enjoy our accomplishments, but we
do so knowing that our seniors are spending their

This year has been a most unusual one in that our
program has been “homeless." As our music
facilities have been undergoing renovations, we
found a temporary home here in CPAC. While
there have been many challenges, I'm most
appreciative of our students for adapting to the
change and for maintaining a semblance of
organization and routine under these most
uncommon circumstances. It hasn't been all bad.
Under normal circumstances, we have to move
rehearsals from our instrumental music room into
CPAC for a week at a time to acclimate to the
sound and feeling of the theater prior to a concert.
This year, it's been quite an experience to have
continuous access to the acoustical environment.
However, at some point over the summer we will
return all of our equipment and supplies to our
new rehearsal space and begin a new era in the
musical life of Campolindo.
Our booster organization has once again done its
work with perfection and efficiency providing our
students with coaches, clinicians, guest artists,
refreshments, supplies, music and much more.
Many thanks to all parents and supporters for
what you have provided this year. I can assure you
that we have reaped the harvest of your labor and
your efforts were worthwhile.
Finally, thank you all for supporting me in my
work for another year. This is anything but a
lonely job as I am continuously surrounded by
considerate and cooperative students, parents and
faculty. I look forward to serving you all in 201415.
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FROM OUTGOING BOOSTER PRESIDENT
CHITRA SURI…
This was another banner year for Campo
Instrumental Music and I am thrilled to have been
involved! We had a shaky start due to some
unforeseen events but the parent community
rallied, Board positions were filled and we were
back on track - AND I got the chance to work
with our inspiring and dynamic Mr. Johnson for
yet another year!
The Booster Organization was able to satisfy all
its financial commitments – ranging from the
funding of master classes and individual student
lessons to festival fees and instrument repairs!
The number of donors increased this year, as did
our total donations. Our one and only fundraiser –
the Jazz Dinner Dance – grew in popularity and
lived up to its name by turning in a respectable
profit! Even with the trip to Southern California,
we will be able to end the year in strong financial
shape.
We had a wonderful Board – managing all details
– big and small – such as, getting the Tuxedos on
time, getting tens of hungry kids (and sometimes
their parents) fed at the Welcome Barbecue/
POPS Potluck / post-concert receptions, keeping
the community apprised of each performance,
documenting every concert, planning a
memorable evening for graduating seniors,
keeping parents abreast of all developments via
emails and newsletters and finally, keeping track
of finances! In addition, by organizing and
managing the Homecoming Snack Shack,
Board members helped raise valuable funds for
the Instrumental Music ASB account, which
mainly covers music trips. The Student Music
Council did a fantastic job in assisting with some
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of these and other events and kept the momentum
going at its end …
Our organization would be nowhere without the
strong support of Mr. John Walker, Mrs. Sharon
Bartlett and Mr. Scott Biezad! I am extremely
grateful to them, their staff (especially Carolyn
Daughton) and Deanna Rauch, for always being
there to address and resolve any concern.
This was a memorable year for me. I owe that to
everything we attempted and accomplished as a
team - towards our common goal of helping create
an enriching and joyful environment for our kids
to flourish in their pursuit of music. I consider
myself very lucky and I am truly thankful for all
your support this past year.
…AND NOMINATED PRESIDENT SONJA
SCHOENWALD
"I am still learning."
This quote, attributed to Michelangelo, describes
the experience I have had at each Campolindo
Instrumental Music program concert I have
attended. I look forward to learning what Maestro
Johnny Johnson and the student musicians will
teach one another, all of us, and the broader
community in the 2014-2015 academic year and
concert season. I look forward to learning from
the Maestro, students, and Music Boosters how
we might leverage the talent, enthusiasm, and
dedication evidenced in the instrumental music
program to fill every one of the 417 CPAC seats
for every concert in the coming year.
Like many residents of Moraga, we moved to this
community (10 years ago) largely because of the
schools. We have found in Moraga and
Lamorinda a cornucopia of opportunities for
children and families with respect to sports,
music, theater, scouting, and civic life. For
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children in elementary and middle school level, it
is possible to play an instrument at the Opening
Day ceremony of the Moraga Baseball
Association season, and to be on the field playing
baseball team an hour later. At Campolindo, it is
possible to be a cross-country runner at a major
meet and still make it to Los Angeles to perform
in a concert for the veterans. The football coach
comes to almost every concert. Students run from
basketball practice to an evening orchestra
rehearsal, or from band rehearsal to rehearsal for
the Campolindo musical, or for a County or State
honors ensemble. All of this is possible because
students, parents, teachers, coaches,
administrators, and volunteers work together to
help make it so. It's an incredible cornucopia.
I look forward to getting to know more of our
student musicians and their parents during the
coming year, and to sustaining together a vibrant
music community at Campolindo and beyond.

SOME PARTING THOUGHTS FROM
PARENTS OF OUR GRADUATING
SENIORS …
Watching and listening to the Orchestra and band
programs the past 4 years has been a privilege.
The opportunities they have given our student are
incredible. They have provided valuable
experiences that will forever enrich my son’s life.
Our thanks to the teachers and volunteers who
help this program enrich and develop our
children's musical gifts. – Gina Smith
My son blossomed (into a beautiful human being)
through the Campo music program! – Patti Cronin
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A big factor in choosing Campolindo High School
was the music program. My son Jonathan has
really enjoyed and benefited from his four years in
orchestra. The quality of music produced for a
public high school is just phenomenal. My son
loves playing music so much with the orchestra
that he has decided to continue playing violin at
Baylor University. - Mark Bellingham
The Campo music program has enriched Sean and
has made him a better musician and better person.
No matter where he goes in life he will have
a great appreciation for music - Thanks to Campo
Music Program. - Jaya Dobbyn
Campolindo Instrumental Music program helped
our children transfer written notes and symbols to
living energy through their fingers and heart. Jeff and Lue-Yen Tucker
We are grateful that Brian has had such a
wonderful music experience starting in 4th grade,
through JM and Campo. Music has helped him
express himself; the ability to read music and play
an instrument are skills that will last a
lifetime. Brian will always have fond memories
of the Veterans' Day trip to LA and performing
for the veterans. He has enjoyed performing with
his friends in ensembles and hopes to continue
playing his cello as a hobby while in college and
beyond. - Elaine Davis
It has been a joy to hear many evenings of music
at the CPAC over the past 4 years. Building on
Mr. Noel's excellent foundation, Mr. Benstein
provided rigorous training to the students, while
Mr. Johnson helped them refine their skills as
juniors and seniors. We appreciated the trip to
Southern California this past November; playing
at the Veterans' Home was especially meaningful.
My son, Zach (Scherer), has developed an
appreciation of music which will stay with him
long after he leaves Campo. - Irene Pech
Thoroughly enjoyed each and every one of my
son's concerts over the past 4 years in high
school! The Symphonic Band this year sounds so
amazing and extremely professional! We
appreciate the talent of both Mr. Benstein, the past
music instructor, and currently Mr. Johnson for
their dedication and hard work with our music
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students! - Doug and Doreen Fleming
We, as parents, are very grateful for Mr. Johnson,
Mr. Benstein, and the music program at
Campolindo. In addition to nurturing creative
musicians and encouraging them to excel, the
music program has fostered friendships and has
been a consistent place of belonging. We
particularly appreciate the amazing opportunities
for personal growth, which the
program has provided, including trips such as the
freshman year trip to Beijing and the senior year
trip to Disneyland. - Cindy and Douglas Redinger
Over the past four years, we have greatly enjoyed
attending the music concerts. The students, as
well as Mr. Benstein, Mr. Johnson & dedicated
parent volunteers, displayed a level of enthusiasm
and talent that has always made the Campo Music
Program shine. In particular, the creative piece
entitled "Cave of the Winds," demonstrated that
Mr. Johnson wanted his students to perform
"outside of the box." Our son, Will, is not
pursuing music studies in college, but we hope he
will continue to play his horn within The George
Washington University community. We wish all
the 2014 graduates the best of luck & success in
their college careers! Susan & Eddy Tamura
We	
  congratulate	
  all	
  Seniors
and	
  wish	
  them	
  the	
  very	
  best
as	
  they	
  each	
  embark	
  on	
  a	
  new	
  journey!

♪♪♪
WINTER CONCERT PHOTOS
Be sure to view all concert/trip photos at Kevin
Goto's photo gallery:
http://kevingoto.smugmug.com/Music/2014Winter-bandconcert/37326410_X5Bkj3#!i=3098219578&k=
MBDbJrt
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CAMPOLINDO MUSIC BOOSTERS BOARD
AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Acting President: Chitra Suri
Treasurer: Bill Doherty
Welcome Back Barbecue: Cynthia Granicher
Concert Attire: Lisa Wong
POPS Potluck: Kim Stephens
Homecoming Concessions:
Mary Beth Leonard and Ellen Kirmayer
Hospitality Receptions (Band):
Kim Matranga and Wendy McMillan
Hospitality Receptions (Orchestra):
Jaya Dobbyn and Robin Reese
Senior Gifts: Dana Gill
Jazz Dinner Dance:
Donia Gousios and Sonja Schoenwald
Photography: Kevin Goto
Publicity: Margaret Dick
Webmaster: Elaine Davis
Newsletter: Suzy Sparacio
CAMPOLINDO INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
STUDENT COUNCIL
Co-presidents:
Newton Kwan (band)
Jonathan Bellingham (orchestra)
Vice President: Josh Sherman
Secretary: Dhruv Suri
Orchestra Representative: Rachel Liao
Sophomore Representative: Sterling Strother
Freshman Representative: Spencer Giglio
CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION
John Walker, Principal
Sharon Bartlett, Associate Principal
Scott Biezad, Associate Principal
Carolyn Daughton, Administrative Assistant
Jenna Wrobel, Counseling
We gratefully acknowledge all donations from
our members, MEF and the Campolindo
Parents Club for the year 2013-2014!

We wish you all a
safe and happy summer
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